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Toward all men... 
Peace and Goad Will 


Ea thoughts of the religious Christmas season may not 
seem to be realities this year . . . only fervent desires. But 
mankind is evet seeking a realization of the first Christmas 
promises. ; 


We believe a truer understanding of the significance of the 
season can come through giving Christmas gifts of a religious 
nature. 


For instance books like . . . 


The Keeper of The King’s Inn 
by Robert Gearhart, Jt. 


A modern version of an old story telling of the shepherds 
who watched in their fields for the coming King, and of their 
ancestors who stood guard 1000 years for the long expected 
Prince of Peace. Here is a beautiful story which will appeal 
to young people or adults. 


Price—.75 


Christmas 


An American Annual of Christmas Literature and Att. 


Edited by Randolph E. Haugan, this book combines well- 
written Christmas stories and literature, poetry, Christmas 
carols, art reproductions and exquisite photographic portray- 
als reflecting the yuletide season. 


Gift Edition, paper. cover in gift mailing 
container - - >=. $i] 
Library Cloth Rdittont 2 in aes poe Eh oe Ca Sd 


FOR THE CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
We suggest Amos John Traver’s 


The Spreading of The ane 


This candlelight service symbolizes Christ as the Light of the 
Church being passed from soul to soul until the whole world 
is lighted. Simple and reverent, the presentation includes: 
The Legend, The Roll Call of the Light Bearers, The Coming 
of the Spirits of Christmas, The Declaration of Faith and 
The Consecration Prayer. 


Price—.25 each; $2.50 a dozen 


Other Gifts with Religious Significance are listed in abund- 
ance in our special Holiday Catalogue No. 78, and the Gift 
Catalogue No. 79. These catalogs are supplied all pastors 
and Sunday School superintendents to share with eepetaee 
workers, or copies will be sent on request. 


The UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 


1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
PITTSBURGH 


CHICAGO COLUMBIA 
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Fit 


IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN 


“And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, 
and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, 
and thou shalt bruise his heel.”,—-Genesis 3:15. 


GOD TO ABRAHAM 
“In thee shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.’ 
—Genesis 12:3 
GOD TO MOSES 


“‘As truly as I live all the earth shall be filled with the 
glory of the Lord.’”’-—Numbers 14:21. 


THE PROPHETS 


“Took unto me, and be saved, all the ends of the 
earth.’’—Isaiah 45:22. 


“Behold thy king cometh unto thee having salvation— 
he shall speak peace to the nations and his dominions shall 
be the ends of the earth.’””-—Zechariah 9:9, 10. 


THE ANGELS 
“For there is born to you this day in the city of David, 
a Saviour, which is Christ, the Lord.’’-—Luke 2:11. 


THE ANGEL 


“He is not here for He is risen as He said.” 
—Matthew 28:6 


THE ANTHEM FINISHED 
“The Kingdom of the world is become the kingdom of 
our Lord, and His Christ and he shall reign forever and ever.” 
—Revelation 11:15 
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Christmas Greetings 
From the Officers and Headquarters Staff of the Luther League of America 


“The Heavens Declare the Glory 


By MARY PRESSLY 


RIVEN from his home when 

the soldiers of the Great One, 

dictator of the whole world, 
burned his home and killed his young 
sister, Carol sought refuge with his 
stricken mother in their summer 
cabin in the mountains, which had 
been overlooked by the maurauders. 
There he planted a garden and tink- 
ered with the bits of wire and metal 
he had rescued from the ashes of 
his home—all the equipment that re- 
mained from his fine radio workshop. 

One morning, when Carol stepped 
out of the cabin before the day had 
fully come, he noticed a strange 
sound effect. It was not unusual in 
those hills, but for the first time it 
impressed him. He knew that the 
fowls were safely penned in the old 
auto-shed near by, yet their shrill 
crowing seemed to be in the sky 
above his head, and louder than usual. 
The splash of the stream, too, was 
not in the gorge; it was magnified 
over the treetops. His quick mind 
found the explanation in some pecu- 
liar atmospheric condition which had 
made a sounding-board of a high 
layer of air... . Soon after, he found 
the old phonograph records, long hid- 
den but unharmed. ... Then, sud- 
denly, his great idea was born. 

He dared not experiment freely 
lest he betray his plan too soon; but 
patiently he assembled and tested his, 
crude invention until, when the same 
atmospheric conditions prevailed 
again, he would be able to hear his 
own soft whistles or murmurs re- 
peated from the sky. At last he 
judged that his work was as nearly 
perfect as he could make it. He 
could only wait for Christmas morn- 
ing, and hope that nature would help 
—only now for “nature” he substi- 
tuted in his mind “God”. 
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No one else in all the world knew 
of Carol’s planning and praying. No 
one even knew that he and _ his 
broken, feeble mother lived their fugi- 
tive existence in the mountain forest. 

Yet, when the carols fell from 
the sky on Christmas morning, only a 
few persons were stricken with super- 
stitious fear. All intelligent folk re- 
alized that some human agency must 
be responsible for the throbbing ec- 
stasy of the heavens. Most of the 
adults remembered their childhood 
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and youth, the joy of Christmas and 
the Christmas music; and one by one 
they fell upon their knees to whisper, 
“Thank God! Thank God!” Even lit- 
tle children, with no memory of 
Christmas happiness, recognized 
something richer, finer, higher than 
their regimented lives had known, and 
they too were awed and glad. 

The soldiers in the barracks started 
in alarm when first the jubilant 
voices rang out. Then to them, as 
to others, came recollection. Even 
the youngest of them had heard 
Christmas carols—had sung them— 
when he was a child. Urged by a 
common impulse, the Great One’s 
men moved slowly into the parade- 
ground, where they stood looking up 
in troubled silence until a deep voice 
from their ranks rose to join the 
chorus, 

O Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin and enter in, 
Be born in us today! 

One after another took up the 
strain. Not all could remember the 
words, but as they hummed the air 
their hearts were moved. 

At a pause, they turned to stare 
at each other, each amazed by what 
the look revealed. 

An officer, standing a little apart, 
mtttered> “After all...” Then, as 
the music called again, 


Oh, come let us adore Him! 

he snatched his sword from the scab- 
bard, flung it. crashing to the pave- 
ment, and walked toward the outer 
gate, singing as he went. Behind 
him his men stood silent for an in- 
stant; then, one after another, they, 
too, tossed away whatever spoke of 
force and death, and went singing 
from the barracks. 

As they passed the palace, servants 
came out to join them, singing like- 
wise—the host of men and women 
who also had obeyed the behests of 
the Great One as the words of a god. 

In his vast upper chamber, the 
Great One himself awoke from heavy 
sleep to find no servile attendants, no 
response to bell or call—and then 
slowly, to become conscious of that 
music which he had never ordered, 


Glory to the newborn King! 


The Great One, too, had memories. 
Even he had once been a little boy, 


dancing with other children around 
a Christmas tree, singing happy 
carols—carols of peace and good will. 

At first his only emotion was an- 
ger. He sprang up, cursing. He ran 
to the window and saw his soldiers 
in the square—his soldiers and his 
servants—and beyond them all the 
people whose lives were in his hands, 
singing, with their faces upturned 
to the star. He was alone, forgotten. 
“Insult!” he raged. “Rebellion! Trea- 
son!” 

Yet the resonant chords he heard 
were too deep and full to come only 
from those human throats before him, 
numberless as they were. The sing- 
ing in the square was but a weak 
echo of the triumphant shout that 
rang across the dawn-lit sky. 


Gloria in excelsis Deol 

Memory spoke again, reminding 
him of a dying man, a man whom he 
had ordered his soldiers to strike 
down for humming such tunes, that 
first mid-winter after he had con- 
quered the world. The man had 
looked up from the ground with 
something in his eyes that was not 
hate or even fear, and had said, “You 
have won, for this time; but one day 
the angels will sing again over God’s 
earth, and your power of evil will 
break before the power of love.” 
Then the man had died. 

To the Great One, remembering, 
came a strange new sense of weak- 
ness. Vainly he strove to assert his 
proud will. The voices from the sky 
pealed forth again: 


Glory to God in the highest! 

A power mightier than himself 
crushed the Great One to his knees, 
sobbing, helpless; and he cried aloud, 
in words long forgotten, ‘““O God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner!” 

kok x 


Far up the mountain side, Carol’s 
mother lay quietly on her cot, with 
a smile on her cold, worn face. Carol, 
trembling, exhausted, reached for the 
key that meant volume; why was the 
music growing so faint? His shak- 
ing hand clutched another knob in- 
stead. He fell forward, dragging his 
machine with him—into silence. 
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Through all the cities and the coun- 
tryside, men lifted shining faces to 
the hushed sky, and then turned to 
one another crying softly, “Christmas 
has come again! Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men!” 

And the great white star faded in- 
to the sunrise of Christmas morning. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 
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P Plus T Equals M 


ID you know that P plus T equals M? Do you 

know why there are more than 70,000,000 souls 

in America who do not know Christ as their 

own personal Savior? Let this thought sink 
deep into your heart. You and I have not told them! 
We should fall on our knees and ask God to forgive 
our slow, miserly, and faltering ways or lack of ways 
in promoting the greatest work in the world! “Forgive 
us, O God!” 

Now let us arise and resolve to do better. 
must remember three things: 

1. The necessity of praying. P stands for Prayer. 
Prayer means keeping the lines of communication open 
between God and us. “Pray without ceasing,’ says 
St. Paul. “Before you do anything, pray; after you have 
done everything, pray!” Do you pray daily for those 
who live without the hope and joy and peace that only 
Christ can give? Do you have a prayer list? There is 
not an hour marked on the face of the clock in which 
we do not need to pray and in which someone does not 
need our prayers. 

You and I do not doubt that much can be accom- 
plished by prayer. But how the words, “Pray always” 
must rebuke us, us who ever seem so busy with a thou- 
sand things. 

2. Reading and carrying our Testaments is as im- 
portant as prayer. T stands for Testament. This is the 
best and only means we have of bringing America to 
love Christ. St. Paul writes, “Take the sword of the 


We 


Spirit, which is the Word of God,” Ephesians 6:17. © 


In war soldiers need many different weapons. Not so 
with the Christian soldier. He has but one weapon and 
needs no other. When he tries to use other weapons 
he fails. 

That weapon is the Word of God. How marvelously 
men and women and children in every age have used 
it to win battles and souls for their great Commander! 
It was the only weapon the apostles used as they pitted 
themselves against the entire heathen world. It was 
this weapon by which they cut to pieces paganism, 
Judaism, and atheism. This turned poor, uneducated, 
despised fishermen into conquerors of city after city over 
all the known world. How well they had learned to use 
this wonderful weapon from the Lord Himself! With it 
He had thrice defeated the vicious attacks of Satan in 
the wilderness. Three times our Lord said, “It is 
written.” 

We, too, must recognize that our one and only 
weapon in winning America for Christ is the Word, our 
Pocket Testament. With that Word we are more than 
conquerors. 
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ION... 


By MRS 
EDWARD RICE, 
Lima, Ohio 


3. P plus T equals M. M stands for missionaries. 
M stands for myself, the missionary. If I am faithful in 
prayer and faithful in using my Testament (holding fast 
the Word) how can I help but be a missionary, hold- 
ing forth the Word? If you and I as soldiers of Christ 
do not use our weapon, are not familiar with it, do not 
know at least a few important passages of Scripture, 
we shall never win victories, souls, for our great King. 
A few such passages are Isaiah 53:6; Romans 3:23; John 
1:12; John 3:16; John 5:24. Know and be able quickly 
to find these and a few more and you will be prepared 
to bring America to love Christ. 

Every Leaguer, whether on the farm or in the city, 
whether a soldier or a sailor, every Leaguer a Pocket 
Testament member! Every Leaguer a missionary, a 
soldier for Christ! Every Leaguer to do his part in 
helping win America for Christ! Take a soul at a time 
if necessary. But at least take one soul. Pray and testi- 
fy! Pray and tell! Take these eight points to heart: 

1. Join the P. T. M. 

2. Be faithful and active. 

3. Study five to ten soul-winning passages. Know 

where to find them. 

4. Pray for God’s guidance and blessing as you 

use the Word. 

5. Go and tell. Contact is far more important than 

tact! 

6. Share the Word by giving a Testament or a 

portion to those who will accept it. 

7. Pray that your prospect’s heart may be opened 

to the Word. 

8. Keep at it. 
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HELPS TO PROMOTE P. T. L. OR 
DAILY BIBLE READING 


Order from 
The Luther League of America 
405 Muhlenberg Building 
1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Three 


E have .often wondered about 

the real need of a program for 

Young People such as pre- 
sented’ by The Luther League of 
America. Quite frequently Educa- 
tion, Missions and Life Service have 
lost their glamour and we questioned 
their value: After three months in the 
Army one realizes how little of this 
type of program has been given to 
young men and women. One realizes 
more fully how few men are really 
‘touched by our Saviour, Jesus, and 
also how much a knowledge of the 
saving grace of our Lord is needed 
in our world today.. You at home 
should strive all the more valiantly to 
put across our program. It fulfills a 
real need and must become more 
real to the youth of our Church. 


Education 

We have thought of the Educa- 
tional program of the Luther League 
as one that suggested a study of 
Christian truths and helps to a fuller 
knowledge of. the Gospel and Christ. 
Our series of topics helped our youth 
to express themselves in Christian 
terms. In the Army we see how 
great the need is for this virtue, 
namely to be able to speak as Christ 
would have us speak. Profanity al- 
ways gives evidence of a lack of an 
adequate vocabulary. Profanity is 
taken for granted in the Army and 
everywhere is rampant. The tragedy 
lies in the fact that men who came 
into the Army without the habit of 
using profanity soon fall into it un- 
less Christ rules. 

The Luther League has suggested 
good literature and reading material. 
One finds plenty of Bibles and New 
Testaments in the Army, like one 
finds a Bible in most every room in 
a hotel. This distribution is to be 
commended as it is a constant re- 
minder to the soldier to read God’s 
Word. But if one observes what is 
being read you find that comic books 
are the most popular of all. 


Missionary 
Through our missionary program 
the Luther League has endeavored 
to teach our youth to love one an- 
other and all people as children of 
God. In the cross section of Amer- 
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AFTER THREE MONTHS 


IN THE ARMY 


By HOWARD L. LOGAN 


ica as we find-it represented in the 
Army we find little of this love ex- 
cept for ourselves as white Amer- 
icans. One is surprised at the feeling 
which exists in regard to the minority 
groups here in our own Nation. We 
are supposed to be fighting this very 
thing in other nations. If we are to 
avoid another war, a race war, then 
the Church will have to awake to its 
responsibilities in this matter. Love 
is still the greatest force on earth, 
but like so many of God’s instru- 
ments of power it hasn’t been given a 
fair trial. 
Life Service 

Faith in Action might best describe 
the Life Service program of our Lu- 
ther League. I have no doubt that 
there exists the element of faith in 
the lives of our men. How much 
faith in God they possess is difficult 
to estimate. Christian Action as we 
have come to know it is sadly lack- 
ing everywhere, the lone exception 
being the splendid work of the Chap- 
lain’s Corps. 

There is little of the Christ-like 
spirit of service to be found among 
our men. In a competitive way they 
help each other so that together they 
may achieve a higher goal, but there 
is no Christian motive involved. 


The Challenge To Us 
As Christians 
The above may seem like a severe 
criticism of our men in the Service. 
It is not so intended. By and large 
they are making tremendous sacri- 
fices that you at home may continue 


How Christmas Warms The Heart 


Let us thank God for a period like Christmas. It 


to enjoy the liberties that our beloved 
nation provided. No one can doubt 
their courage and determination to 
see this thing through. Those who 
have seen action on the battlefield 
have proven their mettle, those now 
in camps will do equally as well. My 
3 months in the Army have proven 
to me how we as Christian people 
and a Church have failed our Nation. 
One sees very clearly now the need 
for Christ’s program and how we 
have not provided the funds or lead- 
ership for a Christian America. One 
wonders how we dare ask God’s help 
in this hour of tragedy when we have 
neglected His admonition to “Teach 
all, beginning at Jerusalem”. 

The Church shall have another op- 
portunity at the end of this war to 
bring Christ to the world. The 
Church should prepare now for that 
opportunity. You at home now are 
that Church. First, you cannot let 
us down who are in the Service. If 
you do, you can be sure that many 
of us will not return to our pews. 
Second, our nation will need the 
Church in the period of readjustment. 
The Church must be ready to help 
men and families make this readjust- 
ment from Armed Forces to civilian 
life and from war jobs at home to 
normal pursuits. Third, the world 
will need the Church to heal its 
wounds and to spread the love of 
God and brotherhood of man and not 
the revenge that easily follows an 
all-out war. Are you at home ready 
to do this thing and start doing it 
now? We are counting on you. 
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warms many a heart to a twilight sharing of Jesus’ 
spirit. Recently a forger sentenced to fifteen years, hav- 


ing served most of his term, was due for a parole if 
anyone would accept responsibility for him. No one 
would. Then the Christmas holidays came and a clever 
official advertised for some sponsor and under the soften- 
ing influence of the Nativity, a dozen offers came in. 
This was normal and right and it points the way to what 
the spirit of Jesus can do and may be expected to do 
when it touches the hearts of men.—James M. Stifler. 
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A Service of Worship For Christmas Day 


No doubt there will be some persons who will not 
be able to attend the church services on Christmas Day. 
If you are one of those persons, why not use this serv- 
ice of worship wherever you may be, in the camp, on 
the march, at work or at home. 


The Invocation 
Grant, we beseech Thee Almighty God, that this 
day, hallowed by the birth of Thine Only Begotten Son 
in the flesh, may be to us rich in the things of the Spirit, 
and bring to us such newness of life that we may con- 
stantly strive to incarnate in ourselves a more perfect 
expression of Thy Holy Will; through the same Jesus 

Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 


Then shall he read 
The Scripture Lesson 

And there were in the same country shepherds abid- 
ing in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around about them; and they 
were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear 
not; for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find 
the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a man- 
ger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men. 

And it came to pass as the angels were gone away 
from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to an- 
other, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this 
thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made 
known unto us. And they came with haste, and found 
Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And 
when they had seen it, they made known abroad the say- 
ing which was told them concerning this child. And all 
they that heard it wondered at those things which were 
told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these 
things, and pondered them in her heart. And the shep- 
herds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 
things that they had heard and seen, as it was told 
unto them. 

Then shall he read 
The Prayer 

Blessed Master, who in humbleness of spirit and in 
loving service came into the world as a little child: 
clothe us with humility and make us always ready to 
obey and glad to serve; look graciously upon this house- 
hold gathered together in Thy Name; give to us Whom 
Thou hast set over it wisdom to direct those committed 
to our charge; give to all of us strength to fulfill Thy 
will in the daily work to which Thou hast appointed 
us; grant that love and peace, with all other graces, may 
live and grow among us; and that finally we may meet 
before Thy throne in heaven, and be united in Thy love 
forever; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 


Then shall all pray 
The Lord’s Prayer 
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Meet Our Missionary Secretary 


REV. J. OBERT KEMPSON 


Born, July 1, 1909, Sligh’s Station near, Little 
Mountain, S. C. 


Graduate, Little Mountain High School. 

A.B., Newberry College, 1930. 

B.D., Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary, 1933. 
Graduate Study, University of South Carolina. 


Associate Pastor, St. John’s and St. Andrew’s, 
Charleston, S. C., 1933. 


Chaplain, South Carolina State Hospital, Columbia, S.C., 
1933-1938. 


Pastor, Blythewood Parish, Blythewood, S. C., 1938-1940. 


Chaplain, South Carolina State Hospital, Columbia, S. C., 
since 1940. 

Member, Executive Board, Mental Hygiene Society for 
Richland County. 

Dean, Lutheran Summer School for the Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida. 

Intermediate Secretary, Luther League of South 
Carolina, 1930-1933. 

Publicity Secretary, Luther League of South Carolina, 
1933-1934. 

Executive Secretary, Luther League of South Carolina, 
1934-1942. 


Married Miss Rachel Muller of Blythewood, S. C. 
One daughter, Rachel Anne. 


We pledge our loyal support to our new Mission- 
ary Secretary and will be looking forward to the articles 
and helps each month in the Review. 
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Missions:--Missionary Day Jan. 30 


, PLAN FOR J 
Pra SSHONAAY LL 2 
y OAY SERVICE — JAN 30 PS 


When we expect to get to some place we usually set our minds to work 
in planning just what has to be done in order to arrive. This thing must be 
done, that thing must be attended to, the other thing has to be arranged, 
and so on. The more accurate and complete the details of the plans the 
greater the certainty of arriving at our destination according to schedule. 
It won’t take much imagination to apply the same principle to getting some- 
where with Luther League meetings of any kind and especially special meet- 
ings or services such as a Missionary Day Service which has for its goal the 
raising of money for our Missionary project. Do we want to help raise the 
money for our 1944 project? Then we must consider the mechanics or 
methods of planning for what we want. The following suggestions are to | 
set our minds to work—and also our hands, our feet, our eyes, our vocal 
cords, our telephones, automobiles, bikes and pocketbooks. 


%* THE PROJECT %* CONSULT WITH YOUR PASTOR 
is to raise $10,000 for the two Deaconess Training about the best hour to have the service. Would he 
Schools at Baltimore and Philadelphia that adequate consider having the Luther League service in place 
libraries may be supplied. The work of deaconesses of the regular evening service on the 30th? Or 
in fields of mercy and Christian service is in great would he like to let the League have half or more 
demand. The training of deaconesses demands of the vesper hour? Will the service be held in the 
money. Libraries are essential. The Luther League church or in the parish building? 


of America sets out now to provide the libraries. 
* WHO IS TO BE INVITED? 
Be democratic—invite the whole congregation—the 
% A MISSIONARY DAY SERVICE public in general. All young people in your parish 


is being prepared for use on this day and will be ad- should. hayesa ‘venigep seta svietee: 


vertised in the January issue of The Luther League 

Review. Order it from the Luther League of % THE NATURE Ore Bee Ee 

America, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Penna. As ROCn Eee OS have your hands on the printed 
service, read it through carefully. Present it to the 
proper committee. Decide how you wish to use it: 


% LOOK FOR OTHER HELPS 1. As a sketch, and worship. 
in the January issues of the Review and The 2. As material for an address, and worship. 
Lutheran. 


3. Your own idea of how to present it. 
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*% ASSIGNMENTS 


1. Select capable people to take part on the program. 


2. Be sure that the leader is familiar with all de- 
tails of the program. 


3. If a speaker is used for an address, limit his 
time to about twenty minutes. 


4. Give definite work such as rehearsing, publicity, 
music, room arrangements to individual 
Leaguers and keep check on their progress. 


%* MUSIC 


Ask the church choir and organist to assist. Per- 
haps they would have special music for you. If there 


is a young people’s choir, make use of it. Be sure 


the organist or pianist understands the complete 
program. 


ROOM ARRANGEMENT 


Whether the service is to be held in the church or 


in the parish building give thought to creating an 
attractive atmosphere. Consider using flowers or 
evergreens, candles, pictures. Have the hymnals 
distributed. Provide ushers. 


REHEARSE 


In order to have a well-presented, meaningful pro- 
gram, rehearse all parts that seem to need it. Those 
who read the Scriptures, prayers, comments or 
poems should practice aloud until there is no doubt 
that their words will convey the meaning of each 
sentence read to the group listening. 


Dear Reader: 


%*% PUBLICITY 


Do you wish to have a “crowd” attend? Then you 
must advertise. Plan a series of announcements for 
several Sundays in succession. Here are some 
methods: 


‘ 


1. Posters (neat, colorful, not too much wording). 

2. Write a line in colored chalk across the top 
of all blackboards in the building (if there is 
no objection) something like these: ‘Hear ye,! 
You are summoned to the Missionary program 
of the Luther League on January 30.” 
“Public Meeting—Luther League—January 30. 
Come one, come all!” 


3. Ask your pastor to make announcements in 
Church; the Sunday School superintendent at 
Sunday School. Have several Leaguers make 
announcements at Sunday School before dif- 
ferent groups. 


4. Ask if the church bulletin may carry your 
publicity. 


5. Have one or two local newspaper announce- 
ments (if you are having an outstanding pro- 
gram). 


6. Make attractive invitations to give to each 
young person in each Sunday School class— 
and if you are ambitious, to give to each mem- 
ber of the adult classes. Are there neighbor- 
hood young people who could be given invi- 
tations? 


An Invitation 
Cut from colored paper in shape of open book. Type 


or mimeograph the message below. 


We want you to come 


to our Missionary Day Service 
next Sunday evening at 8 o'clock, 


in the church. There will be music, 
worship, program, fellowship, and 
offering. 

The Luther League 
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Gigi? vice 
ay A Candlelighting Party 


Candles have been associated with Christmas since 
its earliest celebration, and so can appropriately be fea- 
tured at a party any time during the holiday season. 
Watching the old candle flicker out and lighting a new 
one at midnight makes a fitting ceremony for a watch- 
night party. 

Decorations 

Added to the appropriateness of the candle is its 
decorative value. Soft candlelight instead of the usual 
bright lights changes the appearance of any room and 
gives it a festive air. If care is taken not to place the 
candles near drapery, Christmas greens or crepe paper 
decorations, there is no danger of fire. 

Red candles may be placed in green tin holders or 
candleholders may be made of small blocks of wood 
with a hole bored in the center. These can be painted 
green. Groups of small candles may be melted slightly 
at the bottom and pressed in place on strips of green 
cardboard. Candleholders may be made of apples, carrots, 
pine cones or anything decorative you may have at hand. 
When purchased by the dozen, candles may be made to 
furnish the amusement and decorations at little expense. 


Candle Games 

Candle Blowing. As they arrive let them enter at 
once into a candle-blowing contest. Each person is given 
a paper cone and allowed to blow at a candle until he 
blows it out. The number of blows required to accom: 
plish this is written down and he is not allowed a sec- 
ond trial until all have had a turn. The paper cones 
that are prepared beforehand are all the same size. A 
place is marked on the floor far enough away from the 
table to make this a difficult feat, but not an impossible 
one when one knows the secret. As blowing through the 
small end of a funnel spreads the breath, some will de- 
clare the candle cannot be blown out at the distance 
set. But after many failures someone may accidently 
blow against the side of his funnel and so put out the 
light. That is the secret. If all fail, the director of the 
game may show that it can be done, without giving 
away the secret. It looks so simple that it will keep 
the guests busy for some time. 

Candles for Luck. Next they will enjoy looking 
into the future to see if they are destined to have 
good luck. Place twelve lighted candles a safe distance 
apart on the kitchen floor or some place where there 
is no rug. Each guest in turn tries out his luck by 
jumping over these candles. If he completes the jumps 
without putting out a candle, he will have good luck 
throughout the new year. If he puts out a candle, he 
must expect a little bad luck during the month indicated 
by the candle; the first candle standing for January, the 
second for February and so on. The amount of bad 
luck to be expected may be determined by the number 
of candles put out. 
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Lighting the Candle. A tiny candle and a match 
figure in a balancing act that all the boys will want to 
try. A boy sits down on his left heel with his right leg 
stretched out straight in front of him. A match is placed 
on the floor to his right, and a small birthday candle on 
the other side of him. He must reach across his body 
with his left hand to pick up the match, and must use his 
right hand to pick up the candle. Then he must strike 
the match and light the candle, all without losing his 
balance. The trick calls for skill and there will be many 
laughable failures. 

While the matches are out arrange twelve in three 
squares. Then ask someone to change the position of 
the matches so as to signify the thing matches are made 
of. Real matches are made of love. By taking two 
away from the first square we have the letter “L”. The 
second square is left to represent the letter “O”. Two 
matches are taken away from the third square and the 
two remaining shifted to form a “V”. The four matches 
left over form the letter “E”. 

A Candle Relay. A relay race with lighted candles 
will create the greatest excitement. Arrange two courses 
and allow four persons to a team. Two teams compete 
against each other while the others shout encourage- 
ment from the side lines. When all the teams have had 
a chance the winners are paired against each other until, 
by a process of elimination, the winning team is de- 
termined. Give the men on the winning team boxes of 
tiny birthday candles as prizes, and the girls small 
candleholders or large fancy candles. 

To play the game the first two teams of four line 
up on the starting line. Each person is given a candle 
and a match. The first man on each team lights his 
candle, runs around the chair at the far end of the room 
and returns to light from his own candle the candle of 
the next person on his team. The second runner covers 
the same course and returns to light the candle of the 
third man, and this man, after running the course, does 
the same for the fourth man. The last three matches 
are held in reserve to relight the candle for a runner if 
his light should go out before the course is run. If a 
candle goes out, a runner must return to his base, light 
his candle and start over again. If one team uses all its 
matches and the light goes out again, the other team 
is declared winner. 

Of course, the persons watching the race must not 
be close enough to interfere in any way. The team 
finishing first with the candle lit is the winner and 
will later be matched with another winning team. Use 
red birthday candles for the relay race. Punch holes 
just the right size in a green cardboard and press the 
candle into this. The runners may hold the cards with- 
out danger of being burned by melting tallow. 


Refreshments: Hot chocolate and cookies. 
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ALIVE AND 
“EVERGREEN” 


To all Christians, December brings with it the pre- 
dominant thought of Christ, the Prince of Peace. This 
is even more true in the midst of a world torn with hatred 
and strife. To the Christian the Prince of Peace comes 
quietly to heart and soul, and there is no reaching out 
for God, “if haply they might feel after him, and find 
him”, as did the ancient pagans. In their search for 
God these simple creatures endowed nature with spirits. 
Every fountain had its deity, every tree and shrub its 
supernatural association. It was, therefore, natural for 
them to think that garlands carried with them a bless- 
ing, especially when in the cold of winter they were 
carried within doors, so that the shivering woodland 
spirits might be induced to come with the greens in 
order that they might share the festive joys of the time. 
As Christian people filled these pagan practices with 
Christian content, the evergreen, red-berried Christmas 
decoration used so profusely in homes and church, be- 
came known as the holy tree. It is thought that holly is 
a corruption of that name. 

An evergreen has a continual process of shedding 
its leaves and does not become bare at any season of 
the year, as the new leaves are constantly taking the 
place of the old. 

The holly, one of the evergreens, grows in temper- 
ate climates in most parts of the world. The common 
American species is a small cone-shaped tree with less 
brilliant leaves and berries than the European holly. 
Found in many of the states from Maine to Texas, it 
attains its greatest height of about fifty feet in eastern 
Texas and southern Arkansas. The hard, close-grained 
wood of the holly is used for musical instruments, in- 
teriors, and furniture. 

What would Christmas be without the evergreen 
decorations! Our forbears called bringing in these 
greens as “bringing home Christmas”. At first the 
Church protested to this practice, not because nature 
was being used as an emblem, but on account of the 
superstitious sentiments bound up with them. Finally, 
it was given approval, especially as the Scriptures were 
found to countenance the practice, for in Isaiah we read: 
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“The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir 
tree, the pine tree, and the box together, to beautify the 
place of my sanctuary”, 

To some of the ancients, the holly was sacred. We 
find an old ballad: 


“Who so ever ageinst holly do ctie, 
In a lepe shall he hang full hie. 
Who so ever ageinst holly do sing, 
He maye wepe and handes wring.” 


(15th Century) 


Cattle like young holly trees, and on the lower 
branches spines grow for protection. Higher up, out of 
reach of animals, the leaves have no spines. 

Like the evergreen, the Luther League program con- 
tinually causes youth to shed its old habits of indiffer- 
ence to the Church and its cause, and is constantly 
bringing forth new life and energy towards a bigger and 
better Church. Unlike the holly, the Luther League pro= 
gram needs no spines for its protection, but can be 
reached by youth from all directions. Should you ne- 
glect this last call to send in your contribution for this 
year’s Sustaining Membership Fund, you will probably 
find like the old ballad, you “maye wepe and handes 
wring”. Keep the Luther League program “evergreen” 
by sending in that $1 Contributing, or $5 or more Loyal- 
ty, Alumni, Gift or Memorial Membership at once. 


MILDRED GARTELMANN, Chairman 
Sustaining Membership Fund Committee 
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“PASSION BERRIES” 


This might well be the title of a little book re- 
cently off the Farrar and Rinehart Press, which every 
Leaguer will want to own. 

“Letter from New Guinea”, by Vern Haugland. 
Vern Haugland was brought up in the Norwegian Luth- 
eran Church. Like many another youth he dropped his 
interest in religion. One of his correspondents writes: 
“It is in such experiences as you have had that men 
turn to God, but usually in normal life God is very little 
in their thoughts.” The experiences included bailing 
out of an Army bomber just before it crashes, forty-two 
days in the jungles and mighty mountains of New Guinea 
and finally coming to a Papuan village from which the 
chief brought him to a Mission, thence to the Army 
Hospital in Ft. Moresby. 

Much of the time Vern Haugland lived on what he 
called bramble-berries, but which he learned later were 
a variety of Passion Berries. But most of all and the 
outstanding experience of the whole adventure was 
finding God. When Haugland left all in God’s hands 
and followed along, God provided, guided and at last 
brought him to friends. Passion berries kept him alive. 
The suffering and loneliness through which he passed 
brought him to God. Passion berries do sustain the 
soul, In the jungle eating Passion berries he found the 
Saviour. But read it for yourself. 

“Letter from New Guinea”, by Vern Haugland, 148 
pages, New York and Toronto, 1943; Farrar & Rine- 
hart, Inc., publishers—C. P. Harry. 
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A PERSONAL WORD 


“SLPENVOI” 


To all My Friends and 
Fellow Luther leaguers: 


My recent resignation as Executive Secretary of 
The Luther League of America was the result of 
prayer and mature consideration. 

Thirteen years ago I was called to the full-time 
service of Executive Secretary of The Luther League 
of America with a sense of high calling to a great serv- 
ice in the kingdom of God. I have greatly enjoyed the 
high privilege of serving our young people and those 
who have worked with them. I wish I had been able 
to do better than I have done. 

I am deeply indebted to loyal friends, the office 
staff, officers and members of the Executive Committee, 
pastors and leaders in young people’s work throughout 
the Church, who have cooperated to make our work 
possible. I am also grateful to the constructive critics 
who have caused us frequently to review our work in 
an effort to serve better the youth of the Church through 
our Luther League. 

My work in the pastorate of St. Matthew’s Lutheran 
Church, Charleston, South Carolina, is a challenge. 
Under the leadership of Dr. W. C. Davis the congrega- 
tion has grown in membership, exerted a fine spiritual 
impact on the city and exercised an excellent spirit of 
benevolence in the Synod and in the Church-at-large. 

The parsonage welcome mat will be on the porch 
and the latch string out for you when you have oppor- 
tunity to come to Charleston. Mrs. Kinports joins me in 
saying to all our friends, “Come and see us”. 

To my successor, whoever is chosen by the Execu- 
tive Committee, I ask your wholehearted loyalty and 
support in the work of the Luther League. Wherever I 
am I assure him and you that my services on request, 
will be gladly given in service to the youth of our Church 
and our beloved Luther League. It is a blessing to 
work in the Luther League and with Leaguers. That I 
know from personal experience, and so I would urge 
all young people to identify themselves wholeheartedly 
with the Luther League and to lend support to their 
officials and their new leader, who will enter upon his 
task with vision and zeal for God. 

Luther Leaguers look forward. They are eager to 
forge ahead, to get on and into the future. At first 
glance young people may be dismayed by what they see 
and hear. Yet they never lose courage or are dismayed. 
They have the reassuring word about the present and 
the future. That word is from the Lord’s Prayer, “Thine 
is the kingdom—forever!”’ 

Our Lord taught us to say that. That is truth. He 
shall rule as “the Prince of Peace”. His shall be a rule 
of love, righteousness and joy. That rule shall know 
no end, His kingdom shall continue forever. The future 
belongs to Christ. 
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A Merry Christmas 
To all my fellow Leaguers and friends far and near 
—you splendid young men and women, south and north, 
west and east, in the armed forces of our country and 
on the home front, may the light and life of men, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, continue to abide with you alway. 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and 
be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and 
give you peace. Amen. 
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A High School Girl's Thoughts 


on Christmas 


ESTHER MAY MADSEN 


HRISTMAS comes but once a year.” It’s a 

common saying and rather trite. But it’s so. 

Doesn’t it sometimes make you a bit afraid? 

There are so many things going on during the 
holidays and they go so quickly. It isn’t impossible in 
this day and age to have Christmas slip by and then 
afterwards awake with a jar and realize it is gone. 
Nowadays everything is run by schedules, and you have 
to rush from one thing to another without much thought 
as to what is coming. 

Probably of all holidays, Christmas is the one that 
takes the most preparation. When you think of Christ- 
mas you usually think of trimming the Christmas tree, 
the hustle and bustle of Christmas baking, the whis- 
pered secrets, the mysterious packages adorned with 
festive wrappings and gay ribbons and the stores bright 
with the throngs of holiday shoppers. All of these 
things are peculiar to this happy season and are asso- 
ciated with holiday preparations. But is this the only 
way in which we have to get ready for Christmas? It 
seems to me that Christmas is not just the holiday in 
itself, but a spirit—a mood. You must allow yourself 
to feel this spirit, the holy atmosphere, and the real 
reason for remembering it—the birth of our Savior. 
Surely, unless you have prepared inwardly as well as 
outwardly and unless you enter into the Christmas sea- 
son with your whole heart, soul, and mind, you cannot 
expect to receive the true meaning and wonderful happi- 
ness of this sacred event. 

I have heard some parents and older people talk 
of Christmas; the conversation will sound much like this: 

“Well, did you have a nice Christmas?” 

“Oh, yes; however, the children are growing up, and 
Christmas doesn’t mean so much to them any more.” 

But it isn’t true! It shouldn’t be. We who have 
been confirmed and are going on with our Bible study 
should have more reason than ever to appreciate and 
understand Christmas. We have every reason in the 
world to enjoy the holidays. Just because we don’t be- 
lieve in Santa and get excited over some of the things 
that thrilled us when we were younger is no sign that 
Christmas doesn’t mean anything to us. Surely we are 
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in a better position than ever to realize that the giv- 
ing of gifts and the other material things peculiar to 
the festivities are not the most important things about 
Christmas. We are now better able to see that Jesus 
the Christ was born to be our Savior and that about Him 
is the whole Christmas theme centered. 

Since we have had opportunity to know Him should 
we not help others to see Him and feel His presence 
and partake of His salvation? If God has given us the 
right and privilege to learn about Christ, it is not for 
us to leave our knowledge latent. We should be will- 
ing to spread His glad tidings and help bring comfort 
to those less fortunate. Isn’t Christmas the ideal time 
to do this? Certainly of all times of the year Christmas 
is the time when men seem brought together in a com- 
mon fellowship. People forget their grudges and griev- 
ances and there is a mutual feeling of goodwill. There 
are so many things to be done and so many people to 
be helped that there would be no rest for us who are 
able if we did all in our power to bring happiness to 
others. 


It would be impossible with our material means to 


reach and remember all of the millions in the world. 
But through prayer—the simplest and most effective 
of all means—we can remember everyone. We can pray 
for the multitudes of suffering and sorrowing, that God 
in His mercy would send them comfort in body and 
soul. We can pray God to send His Holy Spirit with 
Christmas cheer to all. We can, and we will! 


IT IS CHRISTMAS DAY 


JOSEPH SIMONSON 


What sudden blaze of song 

Spreads o’er th’ expanse of heav’n? 

In waves of light it thrills along, 

Th’ angelic signal given— 

“Glory to God!” from yonder central fire ; 
Flows out the echoing lay beyond the starry quire; 


Like circles widening round 

Upon a clear blue river, 

Orb after orb, the wondrous sound 

Is echoed on fot ever: 

“Glory to God on high, on earth be peace, us Fe 
And love toward men of love’’—salvation and “‘release. 


—John Keble 


should not be hard to understand why the 

Church commemorates the Lord’s Incarnation. 

It would seem unnatural to us not to do so. 

Yet this feast is not the oldest in the Church’s 
calendar. Partial explanation of the tardy acceptance 
of Christmas may be found in the fact that of course, 
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nobody knew the exact date when the holy Child was 
born. It was several centuries before December 25 was 
fixed as the date for the commemoration. 


Attempts to prove historically that December 25 
was in fact the exact date of His birth have little value. 
The most likely explanation is that the early Christians 
selected this date to celebrate the birth of Christ, their 
Sun of salvation, because it was the date of an exceed- 
ingly popular pagan festival, the birthday of the uncon- 
quered sun. Ancient followers of our Lord in this way 
took a pagan date and substituted a Christian feast for a 
pagan one. It was necessary to combat paganism by 
replacing this popular festival of the sun with a Chris- 
tian festival of first-rank importance. Also then the Ad- 
vent season of penitence and preparation would be a 
corrective for the Roman Saturnalia, 


The historic church prepared for this great day of 
Christmas not only with the preparatory season of Ad- 
vent, but with solemn services on the day before, es- 
pecially the evening before. These last were called the 
Vigils of the Feast, people gathering in the church to 
pass the hours in songs, prayers and listening to homi- 
lies, watching for the coming of the Day. As the mid- 
night hour struck then would burst forth the song of 
joy, the first Introit appointed for the day: “The Lord 
hath said unto me, Thou art my Son: this day have I 
begotten Thee.” 


God has come to men! Christmas is the Festival of 
the Incarnation. The progressive revelation of God 
through all the ages has now reached its climax. The 
Father draws the veil aside and shows Himself to men 
by the medium they can best understand, a human per- 
sonality. How the Incarnation could be we do not 
know; but we know it is true from faith and experience. 
You and I, and millions before us, have known God 
in Christ. 


Moreover, the Incarnation means that God not only 
came to men, but that He completely identified Himself 
with humanity. Our Lord is fully God and fully man. 
Christ is one of the race of humans. What significance 
this adds to the Scriptures: “But as many as received 
Him, to them gave He the power to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe on His name; which 
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God.” 


Christmas Day is a commemoration of the human 
birth of our Lord at Bethlehem. It should also be a 
celebration of His birth in our hearts. It is a joyous 
time. Filled with thoughts of God’s boundless love 
toward us we must lift our voices in praise and adoring 
gratitude. How can a church keep its doors closed on 
this day, as some Reformed sectarians do among us 
even today? Christians who understand must know that 
this is the Day of Days, the Feast of Feasts because on 
this day God came most fully into the world of man and 
is still with us, transforming you and me and others 
into His sons and daughters. 
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Your Star of the East 


By HELEN SMITH 


AVE you ever wished that the Star of the East 
would guide you and show you the way 
through the darkness of life’s frustrations? Do 
you ever think, “Life would not be so difficult 

if I just knew what to do or which way to turn in mo- 
ments of indecision”? It is man’s earnest desire to find 
a path which is smooth and clearly marked. 


The Wise Men were led unerringly to the King 
by His star which had been promised in the ages past. 
The Way was shown to them. But for years, they had 
been carefully studying the prophecies, and then the 
promised sign—the bright star in the heavens—appeared 
and they followed. They knew not just where they were 
going, but they had a promise and a sign; and they 
trusted enough to accept. 


You may say, “I would accept, too, if I knew so 
certainly.”” We do not always need such a strong evi- 
dence of the right direction. There are subtler attri- 
butes working for our good. When you have to make 
an important decision—perhaps in deciding your future 
vocation or in making an occupational change, or in con- 
sidering a proposal of marriage—do you ever decide 
altogether by yourself? Most people seek a trusted 
friend’s counsel; many have found that the best way 
is to consider it prayerfully, and they talk it over with 
God. No matter how you arrive at the solution, don’t 
you experience the satisfaction that some inward influ- 
ence led you to the best decision? 


In later years, your mind will review the important 
moments of your life, and you will realize that upon each 
occasion when you took a forward step it led to some 
greater achievement, and there was a reason for every 
disappointment or discouraging incident that accom- 
panied that step. 


At some time or another, you will come to realize 
that there is a Power which is the motivation for all you 
do and say and think. Undoubtedly, it may not seem as 
visible and apparent as the Star of the East. But of the 
thousands of people who lived upon this earth that first 
Christmas, only three men saw that star in the heavens. 
Only three! 

Why did they see it? Because they were looking 
Tot ate 

Perhaps you are waiting for something extraordinary 
or supernatural to appear with a sign reading, ‘‘This is 
the Way”, when all the time a little voice within you 
is patiently saying, “Go and Do”. 

Each one of us has within us the Power, the Light, 
the Way. It is present in all our lives, just as the Star 
of the East was visible to all the people those centuries 
ago. But only the Wise Men saw the star because they 
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were the only ones who had diligently sought it. So, too, 
we must search our inner selves for the Presence that 
is there. 


The Wise Men saw the star and rejoicing, went at 
once and worshipped the King. We may not see His 
star, but His Spirit is with us. We must be conscious 
of it. If we possess the faith, the thought, and the will, 
we shall be able to accomplish all things—“Yet not I, 
but Christ who liveth within me.” 


What would you be doing now if you had accepted 
His guidance when you needed it? Would you be where 
you now are? 


Do you feel that voice within you as you perform 
each daily task, as you face the frustrations and turmoil 
of life, when you must choose between right and wrong? 
Do you lack the courage to accept its challenge? 


Have you heard the call to greater service in His 
Kingdom? You cannot turn away from it. Have you 
considered entering Life Service? You are needed for 
His work. Will you deny Him your talents? 


Do you realize that your Heavenly Father loves 
you so much that when you do not heed His call, it 
grieves Him? This is not just because you have failed 
Him, but because by so doing, you are refusing to serve 
His children all over the world. 


The Christmas Spirit of love and service lives 
throughout the year and for centuries. It lives because 
the lives of consecrated Christians have been devoted to 
carrying on the Work of the Kingdom. 


Your Star is before you. Will you follow it? God 
will bless you for so doing. 
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How The Bible Solves My Problems 


(A five-minute talk given by Pfc. Clinton Von Seggern, a member of the 
St. John’s League of Scribner, somewhere in England) 


All through life we are forced to face problems 
whether we want to or not, and I believe most of us 
know through experience, that they seem to grow and 
become more difficult and numerous as we grow older. 
Much has been said about this subject and well edu- 
cated men have made it their life’s work to solve the 
problems of men, but I believe the greatest help we 
have ever received was from Jesus, the Son of God, 
whose very life and teachings we can read of in the 
Bible. 

One of the first problems or facts that I became 
aware of when I entered the army was the instability 
of this world. In peace time your thoughts and time 
are well-occupied in your job. You have a comfortable 
home and life among friends, and your future is well 
planned—a perfect picture of security. In the army you 
are frequently forced to leave your friends or the vicinity 
in which you acquainted yourself. Things are constant- 
ly changing. You long for something you can count on; 
something that will always be there to help you, com- 
fort you, and protect you. I cannot think of any answer 
other than in the Bible, “Lo, I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world.” 

Another problem is companionship. It is often said, 
“A good book is like a good friend.” I think the Bible 
is an excellent book to read and study. It helps fill your 
spare time; and Psalms are considered among the best 
of literature. In Christ you have a Companion that is 
ever with you and always ready to listen to your needs. 
He is a basis on which you can select your friends. 

It is very easy to become discouraged. Often it 
seems that your job is unimportant and doing that job 
every day makes it uninteresting and monotonous. Many 
times you'd like to quit and say, “What’s the use? I'll 
never get anywhere anyhow.” Here again the Bible 
comes to the rescue. You read of other characters 
whose problems were the same, and you find that they 
were richly rewarded for their patience and persistence. 
You have the invitation of Christ, “Come unto me all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden and I will give you 
rest.” 

Through the Bible you discover that the fulfillment 
of your wishes isn’t always the all important thing in 
this world. There is a far more important work going 
on that would come first—that of Salvation. As Chris- 
tians we are all stewards of Christ. There is no evading 
this stewardship. All the talents we possess are created 
by God and given to us to be used in stewardship. They 
are entrusted to us that we may use them to the Glory 
of God. Christ said, “Ye are my hands and my feet.” 

Christ gave us a great summons when He said, “Go 
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost.” However, He did not leave us unequipped, but 
has provided us with varied abilities that we may be able 
to do our part. For each of us there is a place to serve 
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with life, wealth and prayer. In other words, we have a 
goal and we possess the abilities to reach that goal. 
This is where I believe the Bible plays the most import- 
ant part. It serves as a guide, so we may direct our 
abilities in the right channels to obtain that goal. We 
often hear the Bible called the “Key to Heaven” or 
“The Map of the road to Heaven”. 


We are poor stewards if we use the gifts which God 
has given for personal gain or if we fail and use them 
for some petty reason. God expects us to make the right 
investments with that which He has given us, that we 
may bring forth abundant fruit. The'army can be a very 
good means through which you can prove your steward- 
ship. There are many small daily problems that are not 
very important but must be dealt with. It is useless to 
evade them for they will continue to trouble and grow. 
I believe the daily reading of the Bible helps solve many 
of these daily problems. 


I have never read the Bible without getting a lift 
in spirit; or if you please, as the army calls it, “A boost 
in morale’. A sure cure for “Mr. Gloom” is reading a 
chapter or two in the Bible. 


kkk 
WHAT DO BROTHERHOODS STUDY? 


Luther Leaguers are sometimes curious to know 
what kind of topics are studied by the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society, by the Brotherhood, and by other groups 
in the congregation. The Brotherhood of the United 
Lutheran Church has just announced its topics for 1944. 
Under the general title, “Roads to Growth’, members 
of the Brotherhood will be discussing activities and pro- 
cedures which can bring Christian growth to both the 
individual member of the Brotherhood and to the 
Brotherhood as a group. So far as possible the studies 
will be related to the Calendar of Causes or to some 
important interest of the Church.. 

Luther Leaguers will be particularly interested in 
the topic for the month of May, “The Road to a World- 
Wide Outlook”, at which time there will be reference 
to both the Lutheran World Convention and to Luther 
League Life Service Day. 

The topics announced for 1944 are: 

January: “The Road of a Fresh Start” 

February: “The Road of Evangelistic Effort” 

March: “The Road of Willing Sacrifice” 

April: “The Road of Friendly Cooperation” 

May: “The Road of a World-Wide Outlook” 

Tune: “The Road of Consecrated Service” 

July: “The Road of Interest in Childhood” 

August: “The Road of Whole-Hearted Worship” 

September: “The Road of Christian Study” 

October: “The Road of Social Rebuilding” 

November: ‘The Road of Christian Stewardship” 

December: “The Road of Grateful Remembrance” 


Thirteen 


New Year's Eve 
Watchnight Service 


REV LAUL vee KINPORTS DD: 


Suggestions for Decorating 


1. If held in room, other than Church auditorium, over 
the doorways and on walls, place cardboard posters bearing 
“1943-1944”, “Ring Out the Old, Ring in the New”, and 
“Happy New Year”. A large clock, an hour glass, and a 


scythe. 


Evergreens, holly, laurel, spruce, etc. 


Sleigh bells 


or other bells hung where they can be rung occasionally. 


Also paper bells. 


2. In Church auditorium. The Christmas decorations 
will suffice and if possible, add some of the suggestions in 


number one. 


New Year’s Eve 
Program 
Prelude: Piano, organ or an overture 
by the Sunday School orchestra 


Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation” 
(CSB 344, PSH 216) 


Read responsively: Psalm 8 


Prayer: “O Spirit of the Lord, rest 
upon us as we close this year in 
Jesus’ changeless name. We thank 
Thee, God, for the manifold bene- 
fits and blessings for body and 
soul, which we have received at 
Thy bountiful hand through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, and our hearts 
are moved to sing Thy glory and 
to cry aloud, ‘hitherto hath the 
Lord helped us.’ We believe, O 
God, that Thou, who hast been 
our only help in ages past, Thou 
art our only hope for years to 
come. Be with us to the dying 
moments of this year and go with 
us into the coming year of grace.” 


Forgive us, we pray, for Jesus’ 
sake, all the sins which we have 
committed as the past year ran 
its course, and fit us for a better 
and truer life as Thy followers in 
the year which will soon be given 
us. 


Help us to look to Thee as the 
only Source from which our help 
can come and continue to bless us 
until all the years have passed and 
we are with Thee in eternity. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 


Fourteen 


Leader: 


Anthem by Choir: 


“Ring Out, Wild Bells” 


(Words by Alfred): Tennyson; music by 
Gounod) 


Another year is rapidly 
drawing to a close and the passage 
of years is a very serious matter 
for every individual. A year is a 
rather large segment out of our life 
because the number of years allot- 
ted to us is very limited at best. 
Even when granted the average 
span of life, our years are not 
many. But all of us face the pos- 
sibility of the sudden and unex- 
pected termination of our days. 
And now another year is fading 
into history. It is, therefore, fitting 
that we should be assembled in 
God’s house at this time and bid 
farewell to the Old Year. 


Meditation: 


“New Leaves and Old Left-overs” 


Scripture: Mark 10:17-31 


(Read the Scripture lesson and use the fol- 
lowing outline for a meditation) : 


Story of Rich Young Ruler 


1. He wanted to turn over a new 
leaf; had a resolution for 
something better. 


2. Very vague idea of what he 
wanted; attracted by Jesus 
and His ideals. 


3. He had culture, education, 
wealth, position, power, en- 
thusiasm, spiritual aspiration. 
He wanted “eternal life’ in 
which to enjoy them. 


& @ 


4. He found that to get “eternal 
life’ as Christ interpreted it, 
these things might have to be 
sacrificed. Compare with 
Paul, Philippians 3:4-11. He 
counted these things “loss” 
that he might gain Christ 
and life. 

5. His “new leaf’ was written 
over with too many “left- 
overs” from his former life. 

6. He was unwilling to pay the 
price of dedicating his as- 
sets to human service. 

7. So often our resolutions fail be- 
cause we are unwilling to pay 
the price of unloading old 
handicaps. Our “new leaf” 
has too many “left-overs”’. 


Hymn: “Our God, Our Help” 
Poem: “Farewell, Old Year” 


I do not know, I can not see, 

What God’s kind hand prepares for me, 
Nor can my glance pierce through the haze 
Which covers all my future ways; 

But yet I know that o’er it all 

Rules He who notes the sparrow’s fall. 


I know the hand that hath fed me, 

And through the year my feet hath led; 
I know the everlasting arm 

That hath upheld and kept from harm. 
I trust Him as my God and Guide, 
And know that He will still provide. 


So at the opening of the year, 

1 banish care and doubt and _ fear, 
And, clasping His kind hand, essay 
To walk with God from day to day, 
Trusting in Him who hath me fed, 
Walking with Him who hath me led. 


I know not where His hand shall lead, 
Through darkest wastes, o’er flowery mead; 
*Mid tangled thicket set with thorn, ° 

*Mid gloom of night or glow of morn; 
But still I know my Father’s hand 

Will bring me to His goodly land. 
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Farewell, Old Year, with goodness crowned, 
A_ hand divine has set thy bound. 
Welcome the New Year, which shall bring 
Fresh blessings from my God and King. 
The Old we leave without a tear, 

The New we hail without a fear. 


—Our Young People 


Talk: “The Waning Year” 
(Use the following as suggestions 
only): 

Thinking men and women will 
not permit the waning year to pass 
without serious reflection. We are 
stewards of God. How have we 
utilized the precious hours of the 
past year? Have we gone forward 
or backward in spiritual develop- 
ment? What have we done to ex- 
tend the Kingdom of our Lord 
Jesus Christ? 

Let us make an earnest examina- 
tion in the light of God’s Word. 
What has our Church accomplished 
during the past year? What have 
we failed to accomplish? Has our 
Luther League been active in its 
service to the Church? What did 
we accomplish? 

Perhaps the past year has been 
marked by carelessness in the use 
of the means of Grace. It means 
that you are slipping backward 
spiritually instead of igoing for- 
ward. No one can advance in his 
relationship to God without steady 
use of the Word of God. Do you 
read your Bible daily? Do you be- 
long to the Pocket Testament 
League? Use the means God has 
provided for your salvation for now 
is “the acceptable year of the 
Lord”. May we begin the New 
Year in great faith. Whatever be- 
falls us, we may say with Joseph, 
“God meant it unto good.” Let us 
recognize and_ gratefully that 
“goodness and mercy have followed 
us all the days of our life.” 

We wish you all a faith that will 


Prayer: 


assure such a Happy New Year in 
1944, 

Hymn: “Now Thank We All” 
CGSB’ 283, PSH 242) 


(Here may be injected a fellowship period. 
To be arranged by a committee in consulta- 
tien with the pastor.) 


Watch Night Service 
Program 


Hymn: “Day Is Dying” (PSH 348) 
Scripture Reading: Luke 13:6-9 


Eternal God with whom 
there is no beginning and no end, 
great and everlasting are Thy wis- 
dom, works and glory. We thank 
Thee for the dawn of a New Year. 
Teach us to understand that in 
Thee all things are agelessly new. 
Help us to match our youth with 
Thy newness and trueness. Help 
us so to think and act, that our 
youth-time shall be thickly sown 
with Christlikeness. May we use 
wisely the time that Thou wilt give 
unto us. May we learn to know 
Thy will more perfectly and live 
throughout the coming year in Thy 
fear and favor. Grant this our 
prayer for the sake of our beloved 
Redeemer. Amen. 


Reading: “The Morning of the Year” 


We watched the sun go down on 
the Old Year from the western 
window. It left a halo of red and 
gold light behind it. Now we turn 
our facés toward the eastern win- 
dow to see the coming of the early 
morning of the New Year. The 
sun comes up over the hilltops and 
shines through the curtain and we 
arise and say: “Welcome, New 
Year—we will do all we can dur- 
ing the days that follow to make 
ourselves worthy of the new birth 
in our lives’; and as we see the 
New Year morning coming in its 
glistening robe of ice and snow, 
we would wish all a Happy New 
Year. The robe of ice and snow 
only hides the robe of flowers and 
summer brightness which will come 
later. 

Let the peace of God fold over 
our hearts like a garment this 
morning. Whatever the New Year 
is bringing to us of joy or sorrow, 
let us take these beautiful words of 
Jesus as our soul’s stronghold, 
“Peace I leave with you, my peace 
I give unto you. Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it 
be afraid.” 


“So, hope-lit New Year, with thy joys 
uncertain, 

Whose unsolved mystery none may foretell, 

I calmly trust my God to lift the curtain, 

Safe in His love for me, ’twill all be well.’ 


In our ministrations to those who 
are about us, let us be more Christ- 
like this year than ever before. Let 
us take thought not only for our 


own, but also for those who are 
outside of our family circle and for 
the stranger, Life is so short, and 
the years go on at a pace we can 
scarcely keep step with. Let us 
make every day of the New Year 
one in which there will be some- 
thing worthy to be recorded by the 
“Angel over the right shoulder”. 
Do not let us fritter away any of 
its precious hours in useless fret- 
tings and forebodings. 

Phillips Brooks says: “What a 
vast proportion of our lives is spent 
in anxious and useless forebodings 
concerning the future—either our 
own or those of our dear ones”. 
Present joys, present blessings, slip 
by, and we miss half their sweet 
flavor and all for want of faith in 
Him who provides for the tiniest 
insect in the sunbeam. Oh, when 
shall we learn the sweet trust in 
God that our little children teach us 
every day by their confiding faith 
in us? Let us put away the foolish 
vexations this New Year, and ‘not 
light on the prickers of life, but 
on flowers’. ‘If love is the great- 
est thing in life,’ being pleasant is 
one of our first duties. ‘If you have 
fulfilled every duty’, says some 
writer, ‘and yet have failed of be- 
ing pleasant, you have lost one of 
the greatest helps to make life hap- 
py and easier for others’. Be a 
power for good will to all with 
whom you come in contact this New 
Year of your lives, and a Happy 
New Year indeed it will be for those 
who love you—and also for your- 
selves, for ‘Happy are they who 
pass through life without causing 
either suffering or irritation to any, 
but are always exercising the gra- 
cious influence that soothes and 
comforts and benefits their fel- 


»» 


lows’. 


Special Music: Solo, duet or choir 

Sermon or Address by the Pastor on 
“The Challenge of the New Year” 

Hymn: “Take My Life and Let It 


Be” (Consecration Hymn—CSB 
o82Ze2S He278) 


Meditation: Silence should be ob- 


served during the closing moments 
of the Old Year and the ushering 
in of the New Year. 


Prayer and Benediction 


Give The Luther League Review as a Christmas Gift to 
your friends in the Armed Forces. A suitable Gift 


Card will be sent upon request. 
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Fifteen. 


CHRISTMAS MORNING 


O Saviour, whom this holy morn 
Gave to our world below; 

To mortal want and labor born, 
And more than mortal woe! 


Incarnate Word, by every gctief, 
By each temptation tried, : 
Who lived to yield our ills relief, 
And to redeem us died! 


If gaily clothed and proudly fed, 
In dangerous wealth we dwell; 
Remind us of thy manger bed 
And lowly cottage cell. 


If pressed by poverty severe, 

In envious want we pine, 

Oh! may the Spirit whispet neat, 
How poor a lot was Thine! 


Through fickle fortune’s various scene, 
From sin preserve us free! 

Like us Thou hast a mourner been, 
May we rejoice with Thee! 


—Reginald Heber 


STAR OF THE EAST 


Star of the East, that long ago 
Brought wise men on their way 
Where, angels singing to and fro, 
The Child of Bethlehem lay— 
Above that Sycian hill afar 

Thou shinest out tonight, O Star! 


Star of the East, the night were drear 
But for the tender grace 

That with thy glory comes to cheer 
Eacth’s loneliest, darkest place; 

For by that chacity we see 

Where there is hope for all and me. 


Star of the East! show us the way 
In wisdom undefiled 
To seek that manger out and lay 
Our gifts before the child— 
To bring our hearts and offer them 
Unto our King in Bethlehem! 
—Eugene Field 


A CHRISTMAS HYMN 


Tell me what is this innumerable throng 

Singing in the heavens a loud angelic song? 

These are they who come with swift and shining feet 

From round about the throne of God the Lord of Light 


to. greet. 


O, who are these that hasten beneath the starry sky, 

As if with joyful tidings that through the world shall fly? 
The faithful shepherds these, who greatly were afeared 

When, as they watched their flocks by night, the heavenly 


host appeared. 


Who are these that follow across the hills of night 

A star that westward hutties along the fields of light? 

Three wise men from the East who myrtth and treasure bring 
To lay them at the feet of Him their Lord and Christ and 


King. 


Tell me, how may I join in this holy feast 

With all the kneeling world, and I of all the least? 

Fear not, O faithful heart, but bring what most is meet: 
Bring love alone, true love alone, and lay it at His feet. 


—Richard Watson Gilder 


Sixteen 


“And they came wi 


and Joseph, and th 


“For unto you is b 
David a Saviour, 


iste, and found Mary, 
ibe lying in a manger.” 
—Luke 2:16 


? 


this day in the City of 
ich is Christ the Lord.” 


—Luke 2:11 


*"TIS CHRISTMAS EVE 


An ancient world knocks softly once again 
At memory’s door; 

Echoes of heavenly praise—the angels’ song, 
Sound evermore. 


That new-born Light o’er Judah’s rugged hills, 
O wondrous Eve! 

Still shines serene, a sacrificial ray, 

That we may live. 


Its piercing gleam e’en lights the dreary way, 
Through death’s dark tomb, 

And turns to hopeful joy, with faith sublime, 
Its midnight gloom. 


Ring then, to-night, across this stricken world, 
Ye Christmas bells! 
Comfort and peace, goodwill to all mankind, 
Your message tells. 
—Mrs. Ina Salome Delo 


“WE WOULD SEE JESUS” 


We would see Jesus; lo! His star is shining 
Above the stable while the angels sing; 
There in a manger on the hay reclining; 
Haste, let us lay our gifts before the King. 


We would see Jesus, Mary’s Son most holy, 
Light of the village life from day to day; 
Shining revealed through every task most lowly, 
The Christ of God, the Life, the Truth, the Way. 


We would see Jesus, on the mountain teaching, 
With all the listening people gathered round; 

While birds and flowers and sky above are preaching 
The blessedness which simple trust has found. 


We would see Jesus, in His work of healing, 
At eventide before the sun has set; 

Divine and human, in His deep revealing, 
Of God and man in loving service met. 


We would see Jesus; in the early morning 
Still as of old He calleth, “Follow Me’’; 

Let us arise, all meaner service scotning: 

Lord, we are thine, we give ourselves to Thee. 


—By J. Edgar Park; from “Worship and Song”, 
Congregational Publishing Society 


THE MAGNIFICAT 


And Mary said, 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, : 

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

For He hath looked upon the low estate of His handmaid: 

For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 
For He that is mighty hath done to me great things; 

And holy is His name. : 

And His mercy is unto generations and generations 

On them that fear Him. 


He hath showed strength with His arm; 

He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their heat. 
He hath put down princes from their thrones, 

And hath exalted then: of low degree. 

The hungry He hath filled with good things; 

And the rich He hath sent empty away. 

He hath given help to Israel His servant, 

That He might remember mercy (As He spake unto our fathers) 
Toward Abraham and his seed for ever. (Luke 1:46-55) 


Seventeen 


For All This and More 


The Young Doc Is Called Upon To Get a 
Soldier Out of Trouble 


G. E. WALLACE 


NSUBORDINATION is an ugly 
word. The Young Doc couldn’t 
help but remember Jim Davis as 

an open-faced young fellow, anxious 
and eager to please, although like all 
the Davises, with a stubborn streak 
in him. 

Court martial is an ugly term. 
Why, it seemed impossible that 
young Jim Davis would be court- 
martialed! And yet, according to the 
word that had gone through the hills, 
that was just what was going to hap- 
pen to young Jim Davis. 

There must be, the Young Doc 
had thought, some mistake. 

But the rumor had persisted, and 
then the letter came. 

The Young Doc read it and knew 
what he had said couldn’t be was go- 
ing to be. Jim Davis, from Green 
Mountain, was defying the authority 
of those in command at a camp to 
which he had been sent. He was in- 
subordinate. Court-martial stared 
him in the face, for he absolutely re- 
fused to do anything asked of him. 

“We understand he comes from 
your Laurel Hollow section,” the let- 
ter ran. “We are puzzled by. his ac- 
tions, for he isn’t a troublemaker in 
the ordinary sense of the word. So 
we are asking you to come down to 
see if you can do anything for the 
lad, although if his case wasn’t so 
unusual we wouldn’t write to you, 
but let the punishment take its course. 

And, having read, the Young Doc 
packed and drove until later, much 
later, he found himself in an army 
camp. 

And the officer in charge said, “It’s 
peculiar. Jim Davis seems to be a 
nice boy, above the average, I’d say, 
in intelligence and ability.” 

“He was considered bright up at 
Laurel Hollow,’ the Young Doc 
said. 

“Well, he’s in trouble. He’s insub- 
ordinate, in a queer sense of the 
word. He isn’t insolent, but he ab- 
solutely refuses to obey orders. He 
refuses to do anything.” 

“Why?” the Young Doc asked. 

The commanding officer smiled, if 


Eighteen 


grimly. “He says,’ he said, “he 
doesn’t understand what the war’s 
about, and until he does he won’t 
have any part in it.” 

That would be Jim Davis, honest 
like all of the Davises, but stubborn 
once he had made up his mind. 

“IT like the lad,’ the officer con- 
tinued. “In fact, I thought he might 
have conscientious scruples, and let 
him know that if he had, something 
might be done. But no,” again a 
fleeting smile, “that didn’t seem to be 
it. In fact, he stated he wasn’t a con- 
scientious objector, and almost of- 
fered to lick me when I suggested 
he might take that way out anyway.” 

“He would,” the Young Doc said. 
And he laughed. The Davises were 
so scrupulously honest they leaned 
over backwards, and often to their 
own detriment. 

And yet this case of Jim Davis was 
no laughing matter. The whole fu- 
ture of the lad was at stake. 

“T want to thank you for giving 
me this opportunity to come,” the 
Young Doc said. “I hope I can do 
something helpful.” 

But could he? Others had tried. 
The commanding officer had told him 
that. And others had failed. If he 
failed, there was nothing in store 
for Jim Davis but court-martial, pun- 
ishment and disgrace. 

Jim Davis looked up, and he was 
the same Jim Davis that the Young 
Doc knew—young, eager, but with a 
stubborn set to his jaw. 

“Why, hello, Doc,’ he said, and 
you could see he was surprised. Then 
falling into the speech of the hills, 
he moved over on the bench on which 
he was sitting, and said, “Sit and 
visit! I’m glad you came.” 

And the Young Doc sat there and 
wondered what he would say. 

The Young Doc sat there, and Jim, 
honest, did not try to hide his plight. 
He was not ashamed. 

“They-ve got me under arrest, 
Doc,” Young Jim Davis said. He 
seemed to be studying something, 
then laughed. “I hope you’ve brought 
your medicine, Doc,” he said, “for 


I’ve a headache. Words are all I 
hear—words I can’t rightly under- 
stand. 

“You see, I can’t make out what 
this war’s about. And until I’m sure 
it’s about something I believe in, I 
can’t do as they ask me to. 

“Oh, they’ve been fair! I’ll admit 
that. They’ve had people in to talk 
and reason with me. And they use 
words like freedoms and objectives. 
But, Doc, those words don’t seem to 
register. I can’t get the hang of it. 
So I sit and study over it, and won- 
der.’ 

They had said he was silent and 
broody. 

“And all I get out of it, Doc, is a 
headache.” 

“T see,” the Young Doc said. “May- 
be—maybe I can help, Jim.” 

“I wish you would, Doc, so I 
could get it settled to my own satis- 
faction one way or the other. You 
see, now, I’m not sure I’m right, no 
matter what I do.” 

“Well, I'll try, Jim.” 

And yet, he mustn’t fail! Were 
there words, simple words, that would 
express the things the United Na- 
tions were fighting for? Could the 
war aims be put into simple language? 
He wasn’t sure. He'd better stall 
for time. 

“By the way,” he said, hoping to 
gain time, “you haven’t heard the 
news of Laurel Hollow lately, have 
you, Jim ” 

“No,” Jim said, and a quick light 
came into his eyes. You could tell 
he was starved for news. 

“Well,” the Young Doc said, and 
thought, I’d be able to think of some 
way of expressing those truths if I 
only had time, “Will Bensen is still 
doing nothing.” 

Jim smiled. 
liar,” he said. 

“He’s still doing nothing,’ the 
Young Doc said. “Old Mr. Weber 
hired him to cut wood, but it was no 
go. Will said in good weather he 
didn’t feel like cutting wood, and in 
bad weather he couldn’t. So he gave 
up his job.” 

“He’s a great one!” Jim said. “I 
don’t think he’s done a stroke of 
work for years. Unless,” he added, 
“it was work he wanted to do, or 
work for some one sick. He always 
was a great hand to help out. When 
Father died, it was Will who pitched 
in and saved our crops.” 

“T know,” the Young Doc said. 
“And Mrs. Adams put in more of a 
flower garden than she did of a vege- 
table garden this year. She said it 
seems she eats less every year, but 
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“That sounds fami- 


there’s more call for her flowers, 
what with this one sick, or that 
young one getting married.” 


“She never takes a cent, does 
she?” Jim asked. His eyes were 
bright. “Mother wanted to pay her 


that time, but—” 


_ “She gets her pay in the satisfac- 
tion of giving pleasure,” the Young 
Doc said. 


“I suppose so. She’s a 


woman.” 
“She is,’ the Young Doc said. 


Then he fell silent. One-half hour 
had passed, and he was no nearer the 
solution of his problem, which was 
to find simple words capable of ex- 
pressing great thoughts. Not one bit 
nearer. Then, panic-stricken because 
he just had to gain time, he began 
again, telling of the simple incidents 
of Laurel Hollow life. 


Mark Newton had joined the young 
men’s class down at the little white 
church—maybe the fact that Nellie 
Sanders was going had something to 
do with it. 


Jim nodded. 


“Mark’s sweet on Nellie,’ he said. 
“T know. Mark told me before I 
left.” 


“And grouchy Bert Gilbert told the 
county agent that he was county 
agent, but he didn’t own his farm,” 
the Young Doc said. “Bert always 
plants that lower flat to corn, and 
the county agent was telling him to 
put in something else.” 


“I can see Bert flare up,” Jim said. 
You wouldn’t think, sitting there, he 
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was under arrest and might be court- 
martialed. He seemed like a rather 
amused young man, without cares, 
without worries. 


“Bert,” he said, “is no fool. Do 
you know how he keeps the fertility 
of that field up? You don’t? Well, 
few do. But one day in the fall I was 
down and Bert was cutting brush. 
Now Bert doesn’t do anything with- 
out a reason, So I said, ‘Bert, what 
are you doing?? You know how 
grouchy he can be. He said, ‘If you 
have eyes, you can see, if they’re see- 
ing eyes.’ 


“So, I watched. And he built a 
brush dam across the lower end of 
that field, not a solid brush dam, but 
a sort of loosely constructed one. 
Water getting on that field could 
flow off, but it couldn’t flow off so 
fast it would wash it. In fact, if it 
carried silt, it would deposit it on the 
field before it flowed off. That’s how 
Bert gets bumper crops year after 
year,” Jim said. 


They both chuckled, although the 
Young Doc’s chuckle was rather 
forced. For his time must be draw- 
ing to a close. And he mustn’t fail. 
So he started. ‘Jim,’ he said, but 
could go no farther. He didn’t have 
the courage to go on. If he tired to 
tell Jim what the war was about, and 
failed, then Jim would hold to his 
course. His last chance would be 
gone. 


“Ted McIntyre is going to the state 
agricultural school,” the Young Doc 
said. “Some think he’s making a mis- 
take and ought to go to engineering 
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school, but Ted wants to take up 
animal husbandry.” 


“Ted’s a.smart boy,” Jim said. 


They sat there, and the Young 
Doc thought, “I’ve got to do some- 
thing quickly!” But all he could talk 
of were the little incidents of life at 
Laurel Hollow—what this one did, 
what that one didn’t do, giving news 
of the school, and the woods, and the 
little church. 


And the time came when the Young 
Doc knew he just had to begin to 
make Jim see what the war was 
about. Otherwise the commanding 
officer would come, and his chance 
would be gone. 


“Jim,” he said. 
Ves) OG 


“ T came to tell you what the war 
was about.” 


“You have, Doc.” 
“T have!” 


“Why, surely, Doc. I see it now. 
I didn’t before. I’ll cause no more 
trouble, you can depend on it.” 


“But, Jim, I didn’t say a word!” 


“You didn’t, Doc! Why you did! 
You told me about the folks at Laurel 
Hollow, and what they are doing, 
how they were living their own lives. 
And that is what this war is about. 
It’s so the Laurel Hollow folks can 
go on living their lives as they want 
to live them. And so others, too, liv- 
ing in other Laurel Hollows, called 
by different names, can do the same, 
and no one can make them afraid. 
That’s what you were trying to tell 
me, wasn’t it, Doc?” 


Senior and Young People s Topics 
SENIOR TOPICS FOR DECEMBER 


THEME: Receiving The Steadfast Christ 


December 5, 1943 
Second Sunday in Advent 
A HIGHWAY FOR THE STEADFAST CHRIST 


Isaiah 35 :3-10 


Rey. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 
We suggest that in connection with this passage, 
Isaiah 40:3-5 be used to get a conception of the highway 
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to be constructed for the coming of Christ. As an ap- 


proach let us spend a few minutes in a discussion of 
Roman Roads in the time of Jesus. Any student who has 
studied ancient history should be able to give an account 
of the construction and importance of the roads. Pic- 
tures can be found that show the roads of today. Isaiah 
suggests four steps in highway building: (1) Filling in 
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the valleys; (2) cutting down the hills; (3) straighten- 
ing out the crooked places; (4) evening up the surface. 


How do these compare with modern road building? 
Have someone who knows about road building tell ac- 
tually how it is done. Through this introduction we 
shall see that road building is no easy task, but that in 
spite of its difficulty, all through the ages men have 
tackled it and have persevered until roads were finished, 
some even giving their lives that the road might be well 
built. An illustration of modern highway building can 
be seen in the building of the Alcan Highway from Ed- 
monton to Alaska by the Canadian and United States 
engineers. } 


The same four steps are necessary to make ready 
for Christ, the King of Kings, the highway through to 
our hearts. The same perseverance, too, must be had to 
make it complete and durable. 


Every valley shall be exalted. In our lives, how 
do we fill the deep places of dark hatred, the crevices of 
lurking fears, the boggy lands of self pity and despond- 
ency? Hatred. What good can we do to those who hate 
us? How do you bless those who curse you? Is to 
“bless” and to “bless out” a person the same thing? 


We need to have God help us to see ourselves as 
the other person sees us and to give us honesty of soul 
to acknowledge our faults and courage to make it right 
in any way that seems possible. 


Fear. Examine our pet fears and see how ground- 
less they are and how weakening. Try living today with- 
out them. 


Self Pity. Self pity is the sign of an ingrown and 
overgrown ego. Let us face ourselves honestly. Ask 
ourselves if it comes from poor digestion, improper food, 
lack of sleep or exercise. If despondency comes from 
some chronic ailment, see a doctor. Joy is the mark of a 
Christian. Gloominess belies one’s discipleship. Self 
pity and despondency can always be “exalted” (lifted) 
by thinking of others. 

Every mountain and hill made low. Our hills of 
pride must be leveled before God’s path can run straight 
through our lives. Sometimes it is easier to let go of 
hatred and self pity than cast off pride. Think of the 
following and see if we possess any of them: Pride of 
family; of class; of position; of possessions; pride in our 
friends. Are they significant of just or false pride? 


Uneven shall be made level; the crooked shall be 
made straight as the King James version has it. This 
means eliminating the old curves. The dangerous curves 
in our spiritual lives are our self-indulgence. Spiritual 
curves are: Love of money, speed, popularity, obscene 
literature, fierce hunger to get something for nothing. 
What shovels and picks and roadscrapers would you sug- 
gest to use to rid our hearts of these crooked places that 
hinder the real approach of Christ to our hearts? 


The rough places plain. Even after valleys are filled, 
hills laid low, and crooked places made straight, there 
remains the final surfacing of the road. 


Cobblestones and loose gravel make a rough high- 
way. In the same way bumps of conceit and deceit, 
sharp edges of jealousy and revenge, broken glass of 
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gossip make rough highways for Christ to come into 
our hearts. Paul must have had these unevennesses in 
mind when he wrote Ephesians 4:36 and must have been 
thinking of the beauty of the final smooth surface when 
he added: “And be ye kind, one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving each other, even as God also in Christ 
forgave you.” 


“Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord” 

Robert Louis Stevenson went to the South Sea 
Islands for his health. Settling there, he soon gained the 
love of the natives. One day, after some service for 
which the chiefs were particularly grateful, these chiefs 
came to his home upon the top of the mountain. In 
proof of their gratitude they offered to build a road sixty 
feet wide down the side of the mountain. That would 
make it easy for Stevenson, whose body was very weak, 
to travel back and forth. The offer surprised and touched 
Stevenson. He tried to dissuade them, but they in- 
sisted. They also insisted that where the road joined 
the highway a sign should be put up. It read, “The Road 
of the Loving Heart”. So these chieftains, out of grati- 
tude, leveled off the space, filling up the gullies, cutting 
through the hillocks, and paving the way to the loving 
heart of their benefactor. That is exactly what you and 
I may do. By being true to Him we may make it easier 
for Christ to come into human hearts, and easier for 
weary, sOrrowing, sinning souls to reach the loving heart 
of Jesus. 

Christ’s coming into the world leads us to prepare 
our hearts for Him and help others to prepare their 
hearts for Christ to enter their lives. So prepare and 
build all the highways of the finest and best material 
and workmanship that His Word may lead youth to 
accept Him as their Lord and King. 
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December 12, 1943 
Third Sunday in Advent 
RECEIVING THE STEADFAST CHRIST— 
—THROUGH THE BIBLE 
(Universal Bible Sunday—P. T. L. Day) 
John 20:30, 31 
Rey. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Bible is worth knowing because it is the Word 
of God. It reveals God as our Father, how He loves 
and cares for us, and His willingness to forgive when 


“we ask Him. God gave us the Bible as a revelation of 


Himself through Christ. 


An Example in Christ 

The Bible gives to us an example for our lives in 
the life of Jesus Christ. He came to earth to live as 
we live, He was tempted as we are tempted, but He 
overcame all, even conquering death. God gave Him 
strength through earnest prayer. He will give us 
strength to overcome the temptations of our lives if we 
will read His Word and ask Him to forgive us of our 
temptations and deliver us from evil. 


Read the Bible Thoughtfully 
If we would make the Bible worth while in our lives, 
we must read it thoughtfully. The lost art of medita- 
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tion upon God’s truths must be restored if we are ever 
to have real, vital Christianity. ‘This means that we 
should not try to read too much at one time, but com- 
bine with our reading quiet meditation upon its deepest 
meanings, and earnest prayer that we may live the 
message received. 


Christ’s Love Revealed 

We learn from the Bible that love is the foundation 
of everything good. Our hearts, our souls, our strength, 
must all be centered in the sublime love of God. ‘We 
love Him because He first loved us.’”’ If we love God 
today, with a love made vital by the love and sacrifice 
of His Son, we will be glad to show this love to those 
about us in our everyday lives. 


Pocket Testament 

I am a compact little library of twenty-seven books. 
I can be carried in almost any pocket or knapsack. I 
am a chart and compass to those who use me. 

I go with the parachute troops, whose chances of 
survival in actual battles are three to one against them. 
Actually they have a very small chance of ever com- 
ing back alive when once they step out of the open door 
of the speeding transport plane and pull the rip cord. 
I go with sailors to face the perils of “the deep” in sub- 
marine infested waters. I march along in the blue uni- 
forms of the Coast Guard as they patrol our shore line. 
And so on I could go through every branch of our great 
military machine. 

Not until all the redeemed of the Lord are gathered 
home shall any of us know just how many came to 
know Christ as their Savior through these little “li- 
braries”, the Pocket Testaments. 

“A circular in Great Britain says: ‘In case of in- 
vasion, Stand firm and carry on.’ The devil’s blitzkrieg 
is pushing forward rapidly today. Surely, all who love 
the Lord should stand firm—holding fast the saving 
Word, and carry on—Holding forth the Word of eternal 
life.’ (From “Pocket Testament Quarterly”.) 

Leaguers, we can not fail these men in their dark 
hour! Not only give them Testaments when they leave 
for camp, but follow through with Bible reading helps, 
Spirit-filled letters, church papers and bulletins, small 
booklets of Christian poetry, etc., that will help them 
keep their minds off themselves and fixed upon Christ. 
Remember, 

“Tf Christ is the bright and morning Star, 
you are to brush aside the clouds that veil His 
beauty from the world, that humanity may see 
and live forever.” 


Search Through The Scriptures 
Search through the Scriptures, 
Its message each day; 

Will help in your efforts, 

To walk in God’s way. 


Search through the Scriptures, 
For truths that it holds; 

More precious to mankind, 
Than silver or gold. 


Search through the Scriptures, 
For the love that’s divine; 

For God’s holy message, 

For beauty sublime. 
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Search through the Scriptures, 

Each line is a gem; 

That tells of the blessing 

That’s given to men. 

—Mrs. Esther Rohr Werner, written especially for the 

“PTM Evangel”—‘‘The Luther League Leader” 
Let us put this splendid Movement into practice 
throughout the Church. 


Think of what growth in spiritual knowledge and 
grace will result among our Lutheran young people and 
other church members if there spread among us a faith- 
ful adherence to the purpose of the Pocket Testament 
League, to read a portion of the Bible every day. Many 
of course, are doing that very thing now who are not 
members of the P. T. L.; some will think it not neces- 
sary to join our P. T. M. (It is not necessary, but it is 
desirable that we have them registered with us.) Think 
of what staunch Christians we would be and what able 
defenders of the faith if we all would make the Bible 
our daily companion and guide and would use it in win- 
ning others for Christ. “It may well be said,” writes Dr. 
Hegland, “that the degree of a Christian’s spiritual health 
and vigor is in proportion to the extent and regularity 
with which he hears and reads the Word of God.” 


The aim of our P. T. M. is fine and God-pleasing, 
the promise of its members for voluntary Bible reading 
is evangelical, the plan is simple. We boast of being the 
Church of the Open Bible. Here is a chance to prove the 
boast. In this great fellowship of daily Bible readers, 
we have an opportunity of putting into practice our faith 
in the power and sufficiency of the Word of God. Let us 
do it. If we do not have a local “chapter” in the Pocket 
Testament League, let us establish one now during this 
spiritual season of Lent, let us not delay it longer. And 
if we can interest other Leagues who have no P. T. M. 
members, let us do all we can to enlist them. May Christ 
help us in this splendid, spiritual endeavor with Him, 
for Him. 
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December 19, 1943 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 
GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY 
Luke 2:8-11 
Mrs. Charles A. Davis, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Everyone likes to receive good news. The world and 
people two thousand years ago, had been waiting and 
longing for certain good news. News which meant much 
to them as a race of oppressed people. Many people to- 
day are longing for and waiting for this same good news 
or good tidings. Never has the world been so in need 
of the promises which these “Good Tidings of Great Joy” 
bring to all people. 


Good Tidings of—A Kingdom 

The first promise of “Good Tidings” came when the 
prophet Isaiah told the people about a king who should 
come to rule them. He told them about the names by 
which He should be called, about His government, and 
that He should bring peace. “For unto us a child is 
born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder; and his name shall be called. Won- 
derful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 


Twenty-one 


Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and 
of peace there shall be no end upon the throne of David, 
and upon his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from henceforth even 
for ever.” 

The second promise of “Good Tidings” is found in 
the words of the angel Gabriel as he announced to 
Mary that she was to become the mother of Jesus. Of 
this Child the angel declared, “The Lord God shall give 
unto him the throne of his father, David—and of his king- 
dom there shall be no end.” What great news that was 
to the people—a kingdom of righteousness which shall 
never end, and in that kingdom, Christ as king and ruler. 

Perhaps you are asking yourself today—has this king- 
dom of righteousness ever come to be a reality? In this 
Christmas of 1943 we must confess that it has never 
fully come into the life of the world. War, industrial 
strife, greed, hatred, all testify that the kingdom is not 
fully established. But it has been founded. Jesus said 
of it, “The Kingdom of God is within you.” Dr. Charles 
M. Jacobs in his book, “The Way”, says: “It is to grow 
up to completeness in this world of sinning, struggling 
men. The grain of mustard seed has to root and sprout 
and become the tree; the wheat has to ripen to the har- 
vest; the yeast has to work slowly through the mass of 
flour. But the kingdom is here and when we pray, ‘Thy 
kingdom come’, we are praying not only that the Lord 
may ‘descend from heaven with a shout’, but rather 
that He will complete a work that He has already be- 
gun. The kingdom has been here ever since Jesus came.” 


Good Tidings of—A Saviour 

It was “Good Tidings” when the angel told Joseph, 
“Thou shalt call His name Jesus, for he shall save his 
people from their sins.” Jesus is the answer to the 
world’s hope of a saviour from sin. Today more than 
ever, we need this Saviour. Jesus Himself later declared 
that His work was that of a Saviour, “The Son of man is 
come to seek and to save that which was lost.” John 
also affirms the same when he wrote, “God sent not his 
Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the 
world through him might be saved.” 


Good Tidings of—Peace 

But the greatest of all “Good Tidings’ was the an- 
nouncement of the birth of Christ, by the angels to the 
shepherds on a hillside of Judea. It was not only the 
announcement of His birth, but an announcement of a 
fulfillment of a hope—the hope of peace between man 
and man. “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men.” 


War still goes on, and for most of the nineteen hun- 
dred years since Christ came, somewhere in the world 
men have been fighting each other. But Christians go on 
hoping that some day universal and lasting peace shall 
come; and for the confirmation of this great hope they 
point to the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, the Prince 
of Peace. He is the only certain assurance that lasting 
peace shall come, but He is assurance enough. 


“Two thousand troubled years 
Time’s weary brow has worn, 
Since that strange word to shepherds told 
The Prince of Peace was born. 
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But year by year the bells 

The old glad tidings bting, 

And men forget their strife to keep 
The birthday of the King. 


Christ’s kingdom yet will come, 

And good prevail o’er ill, 

Though often with a crown of thorns 
We mock the Master still: 


But He will not forsake 

The world for which He died, 
Till all mankind be gathered home 
At the great Christmastide.”’ 


Good Tidings of—Light 

When Jesus was presented in the temple, the aged 
Simeon looked upon Him and said, “A light to lighten 
the Gentiles and the glory of thy people Israel’. Here 
was the promise of the “Good Tidings” of light. Jesus 
beheld the darkness of the world—its sin, its uncertain- 
ties, its miseries, its despair, and He said, “I am the 
Light of the world.” He also added, “He that followeth 
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light 
of life.” 

As we survey the course of the years that have 
passed since the birth of Christ, one can see a gradual 
but unmistakable upward trend in mankind toward 
greater justice, freedom, brotherliness and humaneness. 
In this we find a partial fulfillment of Christ’s work as 
the Light of the World. 

Light 
“The soft light from a stable door 
Lies on the midnight lands; 


The wise men’s star burns evermore, 
Over all desert sands. 


Unto all peoples of the earth 

A little child brought light; 
And never in the darkest place, 
Can it be utter night. 


No flicketing torch, no waveting fire, 
But Light the Life of men; 
Whatever clouds may veil the sky, 
Never is night again.” 
—Lilian Cox 


Into a confused and discouraged world came the 
message of the angels, the “Good Tidings of Great Joy”. 
There were some who listened. Their hearts were filled 
with hope. Immediately they acted and said, “Let us 
go now unto Bethlehem and see this thing that is come 
to pass.” From the vision and adoration of the Christ 
Child they returned to their duties. Life had assumed a 
new meaning; their tasks, instead of a weary routine, 
had become sanctified, for they returned “Glorifying and 
praising God for all they had seen and heard”. 

Once again into a disillusioned and desolate world 
come the “Good Tidings of Great Joy.” After centuries 
of vain dependence upon the material and the transitory, 
hunger, unrest, war, international jealousy and hatred 
prevail in our own land and among nations. There are 
those who refuse to listen to God’s good news—who 
will persist in seeking happiness and abiding prosperity 
in false and material gods. 

Many there are, who, in the humble manger at Beth- 
lehem, see the Saviour of the world, whose kingdom 
shall have no end and who shall bring‘ peace and light 
to a troubled and heartsick world. From that vision in 
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the manger, each one of us must go forth and glorify 
God for all that we have seen and heard. And we must 
tell the whole world about the “Good Tidings of Great 
Joy”, so that all nations of the world will sincerely 
breathe the prayer of Philips Brooks: 


“O Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us we pray. 

Cast out our sin and enter in, 
Be born in us today.” 
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December 26, 1943 
First Sunday after Christmas 
OUR IDEAL—CHRISTLIKENESS 
John 13:12-17 
Mary K. Reiser, Augusta, Georgia 
What Is An Ideal? 

An ideal is a standard of perfection, of excellence; 
something to strive for, to seek after, to set as a goal. 
Every person, whether he is conscious of it or not, has 
an ideal which governs most of the important decisions 
in his life, as well as many of the unimportant ones. His 
ideal may be wealth, may be power, may be knowledge, 
may be pleasure—and everything he does is planned to 
bring him closer and closer to his goal. He thinks, acts 
and speaks in terms of his ideal; and although he may 
make a definite effort to hide it, the thing will so con- 
trol his life that it is easily apparent to those with whom 
he associates. 

Paul and His Ideal 

Saint Paul had an Ideal, a goal which determined 
the course of his whole life. He tells us about it in his 
letter to the Philippians: “This one thing I do, forget- 
ting those things which are behind, and reaching for- 
ward unto those things which are before, I press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus.” And Paul’s life bears out the statement 
of his Ideal; for even today, nearly nineteen hundred 
years after Paul lived, his words and deeds bring com- 
fort and encouragement to those who share that Ideal. 


What About Us? 

We, young people of the Church, are fellow-Chris- 
tians with Paul; we share his Ideal. The aim of our 
life as Christians is Christlikeness—to be as much like 
Him as possible in all that we say or do. Our parents 
pledged to guide us in His footsteps when they brought 
us to the Church to be baptized, and we assumed full 
personal responsibility on the day of Confirmation. Have 
we kept the faith—have we, at all times and in all places, 
kept our Ideal clearly fixed in our minds and hearts? Do 
those about us know at once, from the lives they see 
us lead, that we are striving to be like Jesus? 

The Christian Ideal 

The world offers other ideals, but none so satisfy- 

ing as that of the Christian: 


“To comfort and to bless, 

To find a balm for woe, 

To tend the lone and fatherless 

Is angels’ work below. 

The captive to release, 

The lost to God to bring, 

To teach the Way of life and peace— 
It is a Christlike thing.” 
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The sinless life of Jesus Christ stands as an example 
for all men. In Him and in Him alone do we find com- 
plete submission to the Heavenly Father’s will. “I am 
the Way, the Truth and the Life: no man cometh unto 
the Father but by Me.”: Jesus is the Saviour of all man- 
kind. He is Perfection in the truest sense of the word; 
He is our Ideal. 


We can never hope to achieve the fulfillment of our 
Ideal on earth. But this fact only adds to the strength 
and determination with which we push toward the goal. 
In the words of Emily Dickinson, “Success is counted 
sweetest by those who ne’er succeed.” 


The story is told of a conversation between Whittier 
and Emerson in which Emerson stated: “We have not 
found the perfect ideal for man.’ Whittier’s answer was 
a question: “Do you think the world has reached the 
ideals of Jesus?” Emerson replied, “No, I suppose not.” 
Then Whittier made his point: “Ought we not to be 
content with them until we outgrow them?’ Whittier 
realized what every Christian should know—that the 
qualities of the Christ are divine qualities and that no 
human being can ever possess them. 


But we can take definite steps in that direction; 
weak, faltering steps they may be, but they will nonethe- 
less bring us ever closer to Christlikeness. His Holiness 
reaches out to us as soon as we make the slightest move 
in His direction. We cannot fully understand Christ, but 
as we try to be a little more like Him each day we will 
grow in knowledge and comprehension of Him and His 
mission. We will feel His power and experience His 
ability to overcome any obstacle which might tend to 
separate us from Him. 


What Is Expected of Us? 

Above all, we must not forget that Christlikeness 
means service, not only to those who have authority 
over us but also to those less fortunate than we. We 
should keep constantly in mind Christ’s own words on 
this subject: “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of 
the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me.” “If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed 
your feet, ye also ought to wash one another’s feet.” 
“For the Son of Man is come not to be ministered unto 
but to minister.” Jesus spent His life doing things for 
other people—people whom he had never seen before, 
people who were sick physically and those who were 
sick mentally, people who were in trouble because of 
their own misdeeds and people who were suffering for 
the misdeeds of others. Are we willing to go out of our 
way to help anyone who needs us? We can do it if we 
are willing; we must do it if we are sincere in our striv- 
ing toward the goal of Christlikeness. 


The Challenge 

Dr. Amos John Traver, in his little book, “The Christ 
Who Is All’, sums up the matter beautifully in a few 
brief sentences: “Jesus is the Ideal, the perfect Ideal, 
because He can never be fully realized. Realized ideals 
are dead ideals. The mind of Christ as the ideal for our 
minds offers an unreachable challenge, nevertheless a 
healthy, stimulating challenge, that will last forever.” 
Will we accept the challenge? 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S TOPICS FOR DECEMBER 


THEME: “Christ Coming Fo. His Own’’ 


December 5, 1943 
Second Sunday in Advent 
WHEN OUR PASTOR GROWS OLD 
(Pension Topic) 
I Timothy 5:17, 18 
Miss Edna Yeagle, Trappe, Penna. 

A man who has served his life in the work of Jesus 
Christ has served his life well. Ministers of the gospel 
have dedicated their lives to this work which is of the 
church. They have proved faithful to their God. They 
have carried out God’s plan and will. They have in- 
creased the Church. They have served you and yours. 
They have served well. 

Should not, therefore, they deserve the full support 
of the Church? Support not only while in the active duty 
of the Church but later, too, in retirement. Retirement 
because of physical disability or because of the inactivity 
old age brings. Do they not deserve a guarantee of 
care and comfort when their life’s work cannot be done 
efficiently and effectively any longer? Yes, the Church 
should make proper provision for the aged minister. 
Not a relief fund but a pension fund. A pension is, as 
we know, a stated allowance, usually given on retire- 
ment for past services. Thus, it would be an allowance 
for his past service to his fellowmen. A minister’s salary 
is a mere support for himself and his family and he can- 
not save for his years of retirement. Surely they are de- 
serving of some means of protection in later life when 
they are unable physically to serve. Surely the Church 
can give that protection. 


The State 

The nation has, through what is called “Social Se- 
curity”, provided a means of assuring millions of work- 
ing people the necessary support for their old age. This 
is done by means of pensions. Our government has seen 
the need for this protection. Government workers con- 
tribute a percentage of their salaries towards a “Retire- 
ment Fund” which in later years becomes a pension for 
their retirement. Under the “Social Security” plan the 
employer and the employee pay into a fund as set aside 
by our government to be used by the employee when he 
reaches what is called the retirement age. Thus the 
state has insured many people security for old age. 

But men and women serving religious organizations 
are not included in any sort of social plan for retirement. 
There are others, too, not included in such a pension 
plan and they are those employed by charitable, educa- 
tional, scientific and other organizations not operated 
for profit. Our concern is, of course, only with the re- 
ligious group of workers or that is, those in the ministry. 
Should there not be some protection for those serving 
the Church? 

The Church 

Yes, the Church must surely give the same protec- 

tion for her ministers of the gospel as the laborer, office 
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worker, factory employee or government worker receive 
for retirement. There comes a time when the pastor who 
has served his best for his God through his Church can 
no longer serve because of failing health or because of 
the lesser activity old age brings. 


The Church owes its all to its ministers. They have 
carried on in full the work of the Lord. They have guided 
and directed our youth. They have baptized and con- 
firmed our youth into the Church. They have married 
many and buried many. They have always been ad- 
visors and comforters to their people. They have upheld 
all the Christian ideals and teachings. In many, many 
ways your minister has served you and your Church. 
He is essential to the life of your Church. It is the 
obligation of the Church to protect all her ministers 
against the time of impaired health or old age. You 
are the Church. It is your obligation. 


It is part of the business of the Church to support 
the ministry for life. It is good business. The state 
does it so why not the Church? The Church should set 
the example rather than follow it. Since the state has 
already given us the system the Church must take defi- 
nite steps in this direction and must meet this obligation. 


Who Will Be Eligible 

When we speak of the ministry we mean all min- 
isters and missionaries of our Church. Pensions should 
be granted to all with no exceptions when retirement is 
necessary because of physical disability or, because of 
old age, the minister is forced to become less active in 
his duties. Also to be included in the eligible list should 
be the widows and children of our deceased ministers. 


Peace and Security 

Fear and dread of old age will vanish with the 
knowledge of an adequate income through a pension for 
the retirement years. Retirement will then be a time of 
peace of mind and of contentment. It will no longer 
be a time of hardship but a time to look forward to and 
enjoy. Knowing of the protection guaranteed for old 
age the minister can serve more competently and effect- 
ually without a shadow of doubt of mind and without 
worry for the future. Its effect will be tremendous. Our 
ministers have been faithful to the tasks assigned to 
them and deserve the attention and appreciation of the 
Church to insure security for themselves and peace of 
mind from worry. 


From our scripture lesson we have read: “Even so 
hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the 
gospel should live of the gospel”. (I Corinthians 9:14) 
Therefore, we might say that a minister has the right to 
expect the Church to provide things honorable in the 
sight of all men. The Church, too, then, has a right to 
expect the minister’s full time and energy in his work. 
The Church, too, can expect better teaching. The Church 
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must first give honor and full support to the minister 
in order to realize the fruits of his efforts. Efforts that 
will not be impaired because of lack of security for a 
peaceful and worryless old age. The Church’s obliga- 
tion to her ministers is peace of mind and security. 


Only The Beginning—Not Sufficient 

Let us review what steps have been taken and just 
what has been done. No, the Church has not been idle. 
Much has already been done in this matter but it has 
not been able to reach all those who need this protection 
and security simply because of the lack of funds. An 
infallible system must be set up and each church must 
support it in order to make any method a success. 

The United Lutheran Church in America has a 
“Board of Ministerial Pensions and Relief’. This Board 
pensions ministers and foreign missionaries on retire- 
ment at 65 or over (or at disability, if needed), widows, 
and children on the basis of service alone. Ministers 
and foreign missionaries receive $300 annually; widows, 
$200; and children, $50. The present roll includes over 
1100 persons at an annual pension cost of over $250,000. 
The Board has paid during its existence of twenty years, 
over four and one-half million dollars in pensions. So 
it is plain to see that pensions are not new in the Church. 
It is also plain to see that this is not sufficient. You 
cannot live on $300 a year, neither can the retired min- 
ister. The Board realizes this fact and has considered 
the introduction of a new contributory pension plan to 
displace the service pension plan in practice at present. 
This is to insure all our pastors of pensions upon re- 
tirement. Instead of years of poverty and oppression 
ahead our ministers will be favored with pleasant, signi- 
ficant and abundant years in later life. 


What Can We Do? 

It is our obligation and responsibility as a part of 
the Church to support the action taken by the Board 
of Ministerial Pensions and Relief in a new set up. Our 
obligation to give our share through our church. Our 
obligation and opportunity to help provide a plan of 
social security to reach all our laity. 

We can. We must. 


The Way Prepared 

Let the pathway of life be bright for all who wait 
on the Lord. Only can it be bright and peaceful from 
doubt and worry when we of the church realize our 
duty and perform it. We must not forget it is the Lord’s 
teaching. 

Jesus said: “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let 
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” 
(John 14:27) 

Kea 


December 12, 1943 
Third Sunday in Advent 
CHRIST COMING TO HIS OWN—IN HIS WORD 
I John 1:1-4 
Rey. George Meetze, Columbia, S. C. 
“That which was from the beginning, which we 
have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which 
we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of 
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the Word of life; (For the life was manifested, and we 
have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that 
eternal life, which was with the Father, and was mani- 
fested unto us); That which we have seen and heard 
declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship 
with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, 
and with his Son Jesus Christ. And these things write 
we unto you, that your joy may be full.” 


The Eternal Word 

The Eternal Word is the conception that we should 
hold clearly in our minds in thinking of Jesus Christ. 
We speak of the Bible as being the Word of God, and 
such it is. But even the Bible is the Word of God only 
because it reveals Jesus Christ as the Eternal Word. 
The Bible is the record of the revelation of God. But 
long before the Bible was ever written Christ was. There 
never was a time when Jesus Christ did not exist. The 
Bible, then, reveals Him who is the Word from eternity. 


How Do We Come To Know Christ 
from the Bible? 

Just what stages do we go through in learning about 
and coming into a personal intimate knowledge of Jesus? 

(1) We read and study the facts. The facts of the 
Bible and especially about the life, character, and work 
of Jesus become the “stuff” out of which the divine re- 
lationship is established. 

(2) The work of the Holy Spirit. As a matter of 
fact the Holy Spirit has probably worked through some 
other form of the Word, either in hearing it in the 
home, or being inspired by the fruits of it in some lovely, 
Christian act; or hearing it preached from the pulpit or 
taught in the Sunday School, even before we come our- 
selves to an earnest reading of the Scriptures. In what- 
ever form our mind receives the Word, the Holy Spirit 
works. How, why, and many other aspects of this sub- 
ject remain concealed in the mystery of God’s providence. 
We know only that the Spirit does work in and through 
the Word of God and that the purpose is the creation of 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

(3) Faith and acceptance of Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Saviour. This now is in the realm of the personal 
relationship which is above and beyond the mere study 
of the Bible. A personal faith establishes a personal re- 
lationship of the believer with the Lord. 

(4) The Word then is expressed in our daily lives. 
Our habits, our conduct, our thoughts are shifted now 
from a center which is self to a new center that is 
Christ. We don’t see Him with the physical eye, or 
touch Him with the hand, but by faith we “practice His 
presence”. The more we “practice the presence” the 
more real He comes to be and the greater our love. The 
sixteen-year-old boy can testify of the greater love that 
grows up as a result of going to see “his girl” more 
often. This perfectly human relationship carried up, 
sublimated, and magnified is just an example of what 
happens in our lives through constant living with Jesus 
—the Word. 

A Helpful, Practical Means 

A helpful, practical means to achieve the ends of 
vital faith is the Pocket Testament League. Member- 
ship is very simple—just the purchasing of a small 
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pocket testament which is conveniently carried in the 
pocket or the handbag, and the signing of a little card 
signifying your intention of reading a portion of the 
Testament each day. These pocket testament member- 
ship cards may be secured from Luther League Head- 
quarters, 1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Doctor Martin Luther’s Rule for Bible Reading 

This should be known and practiced by every young 
Lutheran. Says the Great Reformer of the Church, Dr. 
Martin Luther: “First, read one book carefully; then 
study chapter by chapter and verse by verse, and lastly, 
word by word. For it is like a person shaking a fruit 
tree—first shaking the tree and gathering up the fruit 
which falls to the ground, then shaking each branch, af- 
terwards each twig, and last of all looking carefully 
under each leaf to see that no fruit remains. In this way, 
and in no other, shall we also find the hidden treasures 
that are in the Bible.” 
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December 19, 1943 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 
CHRIST COMING TO HIS OWN—AT 
THE NATIVITY 
Luke 2:8-20 
Rey. George Meetze, Columbia, S. C. 
Introduction 
One of the most amazing things about the birth of 
Jesus is the marvelous way in which His birth was fore- 
told.. The facts about His birth and life are astounding, 
but when we realize how strangely His coming was fore- 
told, the story becomes startling. 


I. Even in Pagan Thought He Was Foretold 

Zoroaster who lived in Persia in 1500 B. C. prophe- 
sied that a virgin would give birth to a son, whose ad- 
vent should be heralded by a star. “You, my sons, will 
perceive its rising before any other nation. When you 
see the star, follow it wheresoever it may lead you, and 
adore the mysterious Child, offering him your gifts.” 
All the more wonder, then, that in the fullness of time 
there came Wisemen from the east saying, ‘Where is 
He that is born King of the Jews? We have seen His 
star in the east and are come to worship Him.” 

Confucius in far-away China, many years before 
Christ, said, “A new religion will sometime come out of 
the west. It will pierce through the uttermost parts of 
China where ships have never gone.” 

Socrates, who lived 400 years before our Lord, said, 
“We must wait until some one comes from God to in- 
struct us how to behave toward divinity and toward 
man.” 

Plato, that worthy student of Socrates, wrote in that 
magnificent work, “The Republic”: “Without doing any- 
thing wrong he will assume the appearances of being 
unjust. Yea, he will be scourged, tortured, fettered, and 
after enduring all possible suffering, will be fastened to 
a post and will restore again the beginning and proto- 
type of righteousness.” 

II. Old Testament Prophecies of the Coming 


of the Messiah 
These constitute a voluminous study in themselves, 
Suffice it at this point to say that there is a golden line 


Twenty-six 


of prophecy running through the whole of the Old Testa- 
ment from Genesis 1:15, where the “son of the woman” 
is promised to bruise the serpent’s head. 

The idea of a Messianic King, a ruler of David’s 
house, whose reign would be righteous, perpetual, uni- 
versal, was a favorite contemplation of the ancient Jews. 
(You might study Isaiah 7:13-9:7, and Isaiah 32:1, 2, or 
Jeremiah 33:15, 16, or Psalm 2:1-10.) 

The idea, too, of a righteous sufferer follows through 
as a golden cord. One whose sufferings are declared to 
have an expiatory and redeeming character. Read Isaiah 
53. The true prophetic outlook, furthermore, was for 
a Messianic kingdom, which would break the bonds of 
nationalism, and would extend through the whole earth 
and take into its embrace all the nations. See Isaiah 60, 
Psalm 87, and Daniel 2:44. 

Even Bethlehem as the place of the holy birth was 
prophesied by Micah (5:2), “But thou, Bethlehem Eph- 
ratah, though thou be little among the thousands of 
Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that 
is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been 
from of old, from everlasting.” 

Old Testament prophecy expired with the promise 
on its lips, “Behold, I send my messenger, and he shall 
prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, 
will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of 
the covenant, whom ye desire, behold, he cometh, saith 
Jehovah of hosts.” (Malachi 3:1) 

III. A Study of Messianic Psalms can be found in the 
“Luther League Topics”. 

IV. Close the program by’ reading the record of the 
birth of Jesus as it is recorded in Luke 2:1-21. 
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December 26, 1943 
Fifth Sunday in Advent 
CHRIST COMING TO HIS OWN—AT THE 


END OF THE WORLD 
Matthew 24 :29-44 
Rev. George Meetze, Columbia, S. C. 


Introduction 

There are many things about the Second Coming of 
our Lord that we would like to know which we do not, 
and cannot, and will not, know. One thing for which we 
should be thankful is that God has revealed enough 
eternal truth for our salvation. He may not have re- 
vealed the answers to all our curiosity, but He has re- 
vealed sufficient knowledge for our real spiritual needs. 

These are some of the facts about the Second Com- 
ing which should be impressed upon our minds and 
embedded in our hearts. 


I. We Know That He Is Coming Again 

The Second Coming of Christ as Judge of all the 
earth is as much a part of the system of Christian truth 
as the Incarnation, the Crucifixion, Pentecost, or the 
Ascension. 

First, there shall be signs of His coming: “Signs in 
the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars” .. . “Distress 
of nations with perplexity” . .. “Men’s hearts failing 
them for fear” . .. “For the powers of heaven shall 
be shaken” ... “And this gospel of the kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world for a witness unto all na- 
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tions; and then shall the end come.” Matthew 30, 31: 
“And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in 
heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, 
and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds 
of heaven with power and great glory. And he shall 
send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and 
they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, 
from the end of heaven to the other.” 


In the Apostles’ Creed each Sunday we confess, “I 
believe . . . He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty, from whence 
he shall come to judge the quick (the living) and the 
dead.” 


II. What is the relation, if any, of the second coming 
of Christ with the so-called millennium in which 
some people believe? 

The idea of a millennium, or a thousand years’ reign 
by Christ in person on the earth, is in Revelation 20:1-10. 
But we should be very careful about formulating doctrine 
on the basis of apocalyptic literature because too often 
that literature is figurative, symbolic or picturesque and 
visionary. 

Dr. A. G. Voigt in his “Between God and Man”, 
page 249, has this to say about millennialism: “The funda- 
mental feature of millennialism is that there shall be a 
long time of religious glory on earth, introduced by the 
visible or invisible appearing of Christ, as a transition to 
the everlasting glory. It is customary to distinguish 
three types which used to be characterized as gross, 
more subtle, and most subtle chiliasm, and which we may 
designate sensuous, refined, and spiritualizing millennial- 
ism. Sensuous, chiliasm expects a worldly kingdom of 
the saints on earth with sensuous enjoyments. Such 
were the “Jewish opinions” condemned by the Augsburg 
Confession, Article XVII. Refined chiliasm (known as 
Premillennialism) reads the final history of the Church 
in an order like this: The Lord appears visibly, destroys 
Anti-christ and his kingdom, binds Satan, and gathers 
believing Israel; the elite of the saints or all the saints 
rise from the dead (the first resurrection), the Lord 
and His saints reign over the world from Jerusalem for 
1,000 years (1000 being a round number) and extraordi- 
nary missionary activity prevails; then Satan is loosed 
for a time, seduces believers, collects the nations (Gog 
and Magog) for the final conflict with the Lord and 
His Kingdom, is defeated by fire from heaven and cast 
into the lake of fire. Spiritualizing chiliasm (known as 
Postmillennialism) regards the coming of Christ as in- 
visible and His reign as a spiritual rule from heaven, 
which effects an extraordinary development and pros- 
perity of the Church, as its preliminary perfection be- 
fore the powers of wickedness break loose for the final 
conflict and the end comes.” 


We Lutherans follow the clear teachings found in 
the words of Christ and the epistles which leave no room 
for a millenium. As Doctor Voight says in another place, 
page 251, “If an interpretation of the thousand years 
in Revelation 20 should be insisted on, we should pre- 
fer to regard it as the symbolic number of the highest 
perfection (ten raised to the third power). It would 
then be descriptive of the perfected kingdom of Christ.” 
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III. We know that the second coming of Christ shall 


be attended by the general resurrection. 

Saint Paul writing to the Corinthian Church said, 
I Corinthians 15:23: “But every man in his own order: 
Christ the first fruits; afterward they that are Christ’s 
at His coming.” See also I Thessalonians 4:16 and II 
Thessalonians 2:1. 

At the Resurrection the souls shall be restored to 
their bodies which union was dissolved at death. An 
important thing to remember in this matter of so-called 
time lapse between death and the resurrection is the 
logical fact that there is no such thing as a time lapse 
in eternity. Time figures in our thinking only in our 
life here on earth. In eternity there is, relatively speak- 
ing, only the flashing of the eye between death and the 
resurrection. Hence there is no need of thinking of souls 
as wandering about, bodiless, in Paradise. Those alive 
at the coming of Christ shall experience a transformation 
without resurrection. (1 Corinthians 15:51) 


IV. We know that at the second coming of Christ the 
final judgment will occur. 

Both good and evil continue in this world—probably 
the good getting better, and the evil getting worse. In 
the end there shall be a separation. Judgment is defi- 
nitely related to redemption. Luke 21:28, “And when 
these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and 
lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.” 

The standard of judgment shall be the Word of 
God. This is seen in John 12:48, “He that rejecteth me, 
and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: 
the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him 
in the last day.” That Word of Life shall determine 
what has been the genuine attitude of heart toward 
Jesus Christ all the years of one’s life. We shall be 
judged by “our works” in the sense that “our works” are 
a real fruit of our real attitude toward Christ. Works 
are always an evidence of our faith. Works are the 
fruits of the vine of faith in Jesus Christ. Faith is the 
saving thing. 

V. We know that we must be prepared for His coming. 

The time of His coming we do not know .. . “like 
a thief in the night.” 

Our lives are to be lived day by day in such a way 
that we should not be ashamed to be found in any 
place, doing anything, saying anything that we dare not 
be doing on the last day when the Lord comes in judg- 
ment. In fact, the believer can look forward with joy 
to His coming, remembering the words of St. Paul about 
the Judge giving a crown of righteousness to all who love 
His appearing. 

That little children’s hymn has a deep meaning for 
every heart: 

“I long for that blessed and glorious time, 
The fairest and brightest and best, 
When the dear little children of every clime, 
Shall crowd to His arms and be blest.” 

But to the unbelieving and those living in wicked- 
ness and sin the Coming of the Lord shall be terrible, 
like the Damocles sword that hung by a hair over the 
head of a man: “Take heed to yourselves lest that day 
come upon yousuddenly asasnare: for so shall it come 
upon all them that dwell on the face of all the earth.” 
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News! 


VIRGINIA 
Luther Leagues of Virginia Synod Hold Convention 


Using the timely theme, “The Day of March Has Come,” the 
twenty-second annual convention of the Luther League of the 
Lutheran Synod of Virginia convened July 22 for two days of 
meditation and inspiration. 


Our Synodical Convention met during Lutheran Week at Mas- 
sanetta Springs, but a schedule was arranged whereby the two 
meetings did not conflict. Although unusual, this arrangement did 
not affect that “good ole Virginny’” enthusiasm; and any Leaguer 
will tell you it was indeed an inspiring as well as a delightful con- 
vention. 


The first group meeting was a sunrise service on Massanutten 
Summit which included a brief hike up the mountain, At the close 
of this inspiring service, the Leaguers went down the mountain 
side with a feeling that is so beautifully expressed in one of our 
hymns: 

“°Tis good, Lord, to be here! 

Yet we may not remain; 

But since Thou bidst us leave the mount 
Come with us to the plain.” 


At 10:00 A. M., after the singing of the convention hymn, ‘‘Lead 
On, O King Eternal’, our convention chaplain, Pastor John R. 
Brokhoff, and President Hensil Arehart, formally opened the con- 
vention. At the morning session a unique presentation of the re- 
ports of the officers was given by Miss Eleanor Sheets. Using a 
miniature lighthouse made of white cardboard, she placed paper 
windows upon it as she discussed the work of the various officers. 
In such a manner she pointed out that these officers are leaders 
who, as they go about their tasks, let their light shine out to act 
as a guide for our local League work. 


Greetings to the Convention were brought by Rev. E. C. Cooper, 
Ph.D., President of the Southern Seminary; Mrs. B. D. Castor, 
President of the Women’s Missionary Society of the Virginia Synod; 
Pastor S. W. Berry, representing the Virginia Synod; and Rev. 
Obert Kempson, who brought greetings from the Luther League 
of South Carolina. 


A fellowship dinner in the hotel at Massanetta Springs was 
enjoyed on Thursday evening with Mrs. Frances Miller Clark as 
toastmistress. Mr. Donald Bautz, representative from the Luther 
League of America, led the group singing; and Weldon Sheets of 
Mt, Sidney rendered several vocal selections. Dr. James Oosterling, 
Director of Institutional Missions, Baltimore, Md., who was the 
banquet speaker two years ago at our Synodical Convention in 
Shepherdstown, was again with us this year—much to the delight 
of all who had heard him before. However, his quick wit and ready 
smile soon endeared him to the newcomers. 


Later on in the evening there was a Luther League Camp Fire 
around which we gathered to sing songs. Virginia Leaguers will 
not soon forget Donald Bautz who made this part of the convention 
such a huge success, or that particularly unusual song we learned 
that ends, “Oh, Susanna’s a funny old name!” Following this there 
was a brief meditation which left in every Leaguer’s heart that 
“peace of God which passeth all understanding”’. 


On Friday morning there were the reports of the committees 
and more departmental presentations. Rev. J. J. Scherer, Jr., D.D., 
President of the Virginia Synod, brought greetings to the assembly. 
To close the morning session Mr. Donald Bautz told us, so force- 
fully, of the work of the Luther League in America, of Luther 
Leaguers now in the service of their country, and stressed the im- 
portance of building a deep devotional life keeping Christ as the 
center of our Luther League program. 


The closing session of this splendid convention was the service 
on Friday evening; the sermon being delivered by Rev. Ralph W. 
Lowe of Washington, D. C. Following this the newly elected of- 
ficers were summoned to be duly installed by the President of 
Synod, Rev. J. J. Scherer, Jr., D.D. After singing that challenging 
hymn, “Follow the Gleam”, the Leaguers went into the strains of 
their Luther League Rally Hymn as the officers, carrying their 
lighted candles, left the altar. Those elected to direct our Luther 
League work for the coming year were: President, Hensil Arehart; 
Vice-President, V. A. Moyer, Jr.; Secretary, Laura Virginia Foltz; 
Treasurer, Edith Richardson; Statistician, Eleanor Sheets. 

We are indeed grateful to our heavenly Father for bringing us 
to the eve of a new year’s work. As we begin another page in the 
work of His Kingdom, may we, each one, pray anew, “Let the 
words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable 
in Thy sight: O Lord, my Strength, and my Redeemer’”’. 


LAURA VIRGINIA FOLTZ, Executive Secretary 
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News! 


Ethel 
Johnson 
President 
New Jersey 
State Luther 
League 


NEW JERSEY 
Forty-eighth Annual Convention 


The forty-eighth annual Convention of the Luther ; League of 
New Jersey was held on Sunday, August 29th, in St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Jersey City, Rev. Theodore Erdmann, Pastor. 


The general theme of the Convention this year was planned to 
meet the future needs of our Luther Leaguers. It was especially 
appropriate in view of the conditions under which this world is ex- 
isting at the present time and the conditions which will exist when 
this war is finally brought to a close. The title speaks for itself, 
“Facing the Future with Christ’. 

The Convention opened with a Communion Service, at which 
time Rev. Erdmann delivered the sermon and administered the 
Lord’s Supper. 

Immediately following the opening service the delegates made 
their way to the Parish House where the first business session was 
held. Miss Ethel Johnson, Vice-President, who has been fulfilling 
the duties of the President’s Office since the induction of our 
President Edward Kruse into the Navy in October, called the Con- 
vention to order. Reports of the Secretaries were read and ac- 
cepted. In connection with the Missionary Secretary’s report a 
resolution was passed that when and if a National Mission Project 
was planned, New Jersey would get behind it 100%. 


The election of officers was then held with the following results: 
President, Ethel Johnson; Vice-President, Walter Morten, Jr.; Cor- 
responding Secretary, Katherine Adams; Recording Secretary, Gladys 
Mueller; Treasurer, Arthur Bonnet. 


The following secretaries were appointed by the President: 
“Mosquito” Editor, Publicity, Mildred Scharpen; Educational, Helen 
Kruse; Life Service, Ann Zophs; Missionary, Ida Jorgensen; Ex- 
tension, Ann Duris; Intermediate, Laura Vroom; 12-Point Program, 
Helen Hoys. 


Following luncheon the “Conventioneers’? had free time for 
Candid Snaps as no Convention picture was taken this year. 


The afternoon business session was preceded by “Quiet Mo- 
ments”, conducted by Rev. Harold Haas, Convention Chaplain. At 
this session reports from the various committees were read and reso- 
lutions were discussed and voted upon. The Convention Registrar 
reported that 150 persons registered for the Convention. Alvin H. 
Schaediger, President of The Luther League of America, brought 
greetings from The Luther League of America and expressed his 
regret that it was impossible to hold the Convention of The Luther 
League of America this year as was planned. 

Under the able toastmastership of Rev. A. P. Staudermann of 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Teaneck, the 48th Annual Banquet of 
the Luther League of New Jersey was conducted with an air of 
gaiety and merriment which is known to accompany all Luther 
League affairs. 


Rey. C. Franklin Koch, D.D., of New York, was the speaker 
at our farewell service, bringing us a message on our Convention 
theme, ‘Facing the Future with Christ’. The Candlelight Installa- 
tion of the newly elected and appointed officers and secretaries was 
conducted by Alvin H. Schaediger-and was followed by the ever 
impressive Friendship Parting Circle, in which the Leaguers clasped 
hands in a complete circle and, in the darkness of the quiet last 
moments of the Convention, gave God thanks for the inspiration re- 
ceived and prayed for His continued blessings in these trying days. 


MILDRED SCHARPEN, Publicity Secretary 
LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Mirinesota State Luther League Convention, September 4-6, 1943 


MINNESOTA 


In spite of inclement weather over 200 Luther Leaguers of 
Minnesota attended its 45th Annual Convention at St. Andrew’s, 
Mahtomedi, during the Labor Day weekend. Dr. C. P. Harry was 
the official representative of The Luther League of America and 
based his remarks during the different periods on the Convention 
theme, “Mountains of Vision’’. 


The Convention Banquet was highlighted by the Convention 
Choir from the Twin City Leagues and by the inspiring address by 
Rev. Bertram Reed of Red Wing, who took the Leaguers up on the 
Mountains of Vision where saints of old received the revealed truths 
of God. After the Banquet a ‘Fun Show’, sponsored by the 
Leaguers, entertained the Leaguers. 


Sunday morning services with the St. Andrew’s congregation 
again heard the Convention Choir. Rev. John DeHaan, the Pastor, 
preached on “Vision or Visions?” : 


Discussion groups highlighted the afternoon program. Hubert 
Humphrey brought a dynamic address visualizing the kind of a 
world we live in today. He declared that basically we are suffering 
from a lack of people with ethics and morals to undergird their 
actions. A lively discussion followed with Rev. L. C. Burns, Rev. 
H, J. Motzkus, and Rev. W. P. Gerberding as the panel leaders. 
The Intermediates listened and participated in a panel discussion of 
the thrill, the problems, and the opportunities of League work. 


The evening Communion Service with the Convention Choir 
and the Sermon by Rev. Carl Tambert of Reformation, St. Paul, on 
“Visions of Holy Ground’, renewed our spirits. A Candlelight In- 
stallation of Officers dedicated them to a year of service. Installed 
were: Eugene Spika, President; Richard Engdahl, Vice-President; 
Marilyn Chelstrom, Corresponding Secretary; Beatrice Awes, Re- 
cording Secretary; and David Sneed, Treasurer. A ‘“‘Singspiration’’, 
dedicated to the Leaguers in Service, closed the day. 


The Labor Day program was a fitting close. Rev. Melvin 
Hammarberg of the Augustana Synod, spoke on “Vision for To- 
morrow”, emphasizing the need for a purpose, partner, and power 
great enough to conquer everything that keeps men from doing the 
will of God. We were projected into the future at the closing lun- 
cheon program by Mary Iverson, representing Carthage College, 
who brought to us inspiration. 


Convention Co-Chairmen were Marilyn Chelstrom and Jeanne 
Hansen of Minneapolis. 


NEW YORK 
New York State Luther League 


Plans are all set for the 8th Annual Unity Observance of our 
State. In former years, it has been in the nature of a Unity Din- 
ner with every District meeting at the same time with a common 
program and common theme. This year, due to transportation diffi- 
culties, we are observing a Unity Weekend, November 6th and 7th. 
A common theme and program will be followed as usual but Dis- 
tricts may carry it out in a way and at a time best suited to their 
localities. If Leaguers are unable to meet as districts, individual 
Leagues are asked to carry out the Unity idea and follow the pre- 
pared program in their local groups at some time during the week- 


end. 


DECEMBER, 1943 


The theme of this year’s observance is, “Fifty Years and Still 
Pioneering’, inspired by our Fiftieth Anniversary celebration in 
Rochester in July and based upon the history of our great State 
League as prepared by Dr. Paul C. White, Executive Secretary of 
the Synod of New York, and Field Secretary of our State League. 
There are four suggested sub-topics: (1) “Lure of the Frontier’, 
or “The Early Beginnings”; (2) “Growing Up On The Frontier” 
or “The Period of Getting Established”; (3) “(New Adventures’’; 
(4) “Personal Pioneering”. Talks for the evening will center 
around these thoughts. 


With this truly sincere demonstration of state-wide Unity, we 
approach the close of this Golden Anniversary Year. 


To show our respect and gratitude to the past and as a pledge 
of our continued cooperation with and support of our National 
Organization, we are dedicating the remainder of the National Con- 
vention Fund, as soon as the monies are all collected, as an Anni- 
versary Gift to the Luther League of America in memory of Mr. 
E. F. Eilert, the first president of the New York State Luther 
League. 


The 1944 State Convention will be held as usual in Buffalo! The 
President and Buffalo Committee have been authorized to proceed 
with plans and preparations. 


We feel very proud as a State League that we not only met 
our quota for the National Missionary project in India, but we 
over-subscribed. We are raring to get started on the new project 
whenever and whatever the National League chooses for the next 
biennium. In the meantime, our Missionary emphasis will be on 
the benevolent program of our Lutheran Church. 


—LILLIAN ROWE 


Pinecrest Dunes Leadership School 


The Pinecrest Dunes Luther League Leadership School, held 
at Peconic, Long Island, from August 29 to September 6, was the 
most successful session, in many ways, that the School has expe- 
rienced in the eight years that it has been held. Enrollment was 
very high, particularly for the full time period. 77 young people 
attended for the full time, and 36 additional came for the week end, 
which together with the faculty and staff of 13, made a total attend- 
ance of 126 young people. 65 B Level course cards were awarded 
as a result of the class room work, and 7 Pinecrest course cards. 
93 A Level course cards were issued to the week-end course students. 


Highlights of the school included: An inspiring and impressive 
pageant and candlelight service, written and directed by Mrs. Charles 
Davis, the splendid Bible lectures given by Rev. L. Folkemer on 
Philippians, the outstanding personality of Dr. O. Fred Nolde and 
his timely talks on a just and durable peace. 


Social good times included: a hilarious cabin-naming ceremony, 
led by Henry Krooss of Brooklyn, several exciting baseball games, 
a beach supper, a roller-skating party, an evening of strenuous, but 
thrilling folk dancing, and many other happy experiences. 


Pinecrest Dunes looks back on an enjoyable 1943 session, and 
plans are already under way for a larger and better school in 1944, 


ERNEST F. SCHWABE 


Twenty-nine 


Financia Reports 


, INDIA PROJECT 
November 2, 1943 


Young People 


Quota Senior 
15—Northern California .. $48.00 $51.35 
1—Southern California ... 129.00 139.60 
Columbia District ........ 48.00 1575 
13—Connecticut ..... meres) 137.00 137.51 
17—Florida ......... coor 76.00 92.36 
16—Georgia-Alabama ..... 165.00 223.19 
6—Illinois .......... -. 417.00 501.32 
11—Indiana - 201.00 224.75 
25—Iowa ..... 265.00 265.00 
19—Kansas_......... 201.00 201.00 
3—Kentucky-Tennessee 69.00 69.00 
5—Maryland ........ - 505.00 685.24 
10—Michigan ......... aoo . LEH fe) 139.26 
Mad westarince cee cigcicclecs 140.00 114.40 
Minnesota ie .cs0cesss cee - 218.00 168.20 
7—Mississippi ..........- 23.00 23.00 
14—Montana ........ neler 12.50 12.50 
Ivebraekaemtnccisers esis sis.6\e" 158.00 137.50 
2—New Jersey .......... 198.00 283.74 
26—New York ......... - 1,006.00 1,033.99 
poner ak tod daletasere L259,00 1,390.77 
8—Ohi valeneeae 049.00 668.81 
Pacific Biot went, Reaieete ores 68.00 CEES 
Pennsylvania : 

22—Central Penna. .... 1,237.00 1,310.09 
21—Ministerium ....... 2,185.00 2sladeas 
18—Pittsburgh ..... +e» 630.00 699.50 
12—Rocky Mountain ..... 56.00 57.03 
24—South Carolina 655.00 680.33 
20—Texas ...<... 120.00 110.59 
Vat cintamicniejeciee's 646.00 27.26 
4—West Virginia 2.00 116.34 
23—Wisconsin .. 110.00 110.00 
Inter. Rally—Canada : ; 
Canadanecicciccisic Rrra cteierste c 347.18 
Manitoba rreleleisieisicleleva's'a-0°6 42.00 
Penna, Alumni. <0 .5.<6 5.55 
St. John’ es eipton, Sask. .. 6.50 
ogee St. Thomas, V. I. 5.00 
. L. of Puerto Rico .... 40.00 
$12,272.51 
x kk * 
DUES, 1943 
November 2, 1943 
State Billed 
6—Northern California ......... Nite artistes : $26.25 
14—Southern California .........sccceeee 71.00 
9—Columbia District ........ eidtersress acond 12.50 
Wornectentw esse epics cease oss AOL SO.COOGG 44.50 
AS Te GE 0 ao ON OOOO EODOODOS Welcareisistererera 40.25 
10—Georgia-Alabama_ .............0-- ciate 78.75 
Milimoismencrts eierciisietess os ore aialeiaisleieisteraipieisteve 312.50 
(ndianag canes cis sxbiaiishekarataleiesc-siaies state <lclelerate 134.50 
13—Iowa ......00. 92.75 
Wecansasigucienies sarees . 91.25 
1—Kentucky-Tennessee . . A 5 49,25 
bmetrese ROU COCROGOnD h 376.75 
11—Michigan ...... . 60.00 
15—Midwest .......... 3 145.00 
ie Poeepareh PER Iete LGN ONbipiesojeite (sve: siain cv 4 140.50 
Mississippi ....... eintals satel: cfaaterele craters Adan 18.75 
Sa MOM tania miereieitiatelele cs o\s:e a's cis-wiei¥ cicielelc siete 16.25 
Nebraska ..... A OT COOOCOE ID Aor arc Rie ntsie 104.50 
3—New Jersey ......505. NODOOTG Jaci O0aC 132.00 
ING yw oViOrkciis ticstsicleniete s+ /« ais svete aie laveselcercnie 425.00 
12—North Carolina CO CI OCEDEIO UOMO NOrOG 760.25 
OHO aioe skeayiteeisiete rete Bleraieis, scateserete a lelelare 350.00 
16—Pacific Northwest ........seseee sisiots 33.50 
Pennsylvania: 
Central Pennsylvania .......+..... waxsiete 635.75 
Ministerium ......... 
Pittsburg) ciestestersieie sere 
5—Rocky Mountain 
17—South Carolina 
MT OXASHM ssa iteleers'eie anonpronnoue 
18—Virginia ........ 
4—West Virginia ......... 
Wiiscosisine emcees 
Canada Giictccciste sieieleisietale cieceleMinisieeracatore 
South Saskatchewan 
Alberta Luther League .....:......... on 
$7,057.50 
Thirty 


Inter. 


$5.00 
-90 


73.37 


34.20 


22.20 
160.24 
6.00 


10.00 
4.50 


19.42 


$335.83 


$5,072.81 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND 
January 1 to October 30, 1943 


Gift 
Total Alumni 
League Quota Paid Loyalty Cont. Mem’) 
11—Nor. California... $15.00 $27.00 $20.00 $2.00 $5.00 
2—Southern California ee 00 55.00 10.00 30.00 15.00 
3—Canada_......... 0.00 150.00 80.00 15.00 55.00 
Columbia District ... 10.00 10.00 
5—Connecticut ie 25.00 15.00 10.00 
8—Florida ...... AD " 35.00 10.00 25.00 
1—Georgia-Alabama . 45.00 70.15 43.15 2.00 25.00 
Uilinois? sve cstuieeis 175.00 114.05 80.05 19.00 15.00 
Iberere! Sacqouonocuonn 85.00 53.17 21.92 21.25 10.00 
7—Iowa ...... pene 95-00 55.00 15.00 19.00 21.00 
Katisas ) once wee «cree 80.00 4.50 4.50 
Kentucky-Tennessee 30.00 
Maryland! “sis. cisisiete 15.00 164.36 91.36 33.00 40.00 
6—Michigan ....... 35.00 74.00 17.00 12.00 45.00 
MidWest Wiel cncs ol sicls 80.00 32.00 30.00 2.00 
Minnesota ......... 80.00 20.00 10.00 5.00 5.00 
Mississippi) “ciejee se sere 10.00 8.50 6.00 2.50 
Montana (2.00.00... 10.00 
Nebraska ws cepinsmece 60.00 45.50 30.50 15.00 
9—New Jersey ..... 75.00 101.38 35.00 10.00 56.38 
New York ....0000% 240.00 167.50 117.50 40.00 10.00 
North Carolina ..... 425.00 406.00 287.00 89.00 30.00 
OHIO’ a hitarsae ota 200.00 123.00 55.00 13.00 55.00 
Pacific Northwest .. 20.00 1.00 1.00 
Pennsylvania: 
Central Penna. ... 360.00 294.76 65.00 155.75 74.01 
Ministerium ...... 655.00 617.75 149.05 206.00 262.70 
Pittsburgh. 2... 275.00 72.10 10.00 35.00 27.10 
Rocky Mountain ... 20.00 13.00 8.00 5.00 
10—South Carolina .. 220.00 262.00 127.00 120.00 15.00 
PL OKAS Murcterele sieinie aie aiaue 45. 20.00 10.00 5.00 5.00 
hed MIND ceive carats . 111.62 102.62 9.00 
est Virginia : i 50.00 10.00 40.00 
Wiseoaae Gnconane A x 3.00 3.00 
Manitoba. .ccsscscs 7.00 5.00 2.00 


$3,193.34 $1,463.15 $879.00 $851.19 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND 
October, 1943 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 4 
Northern California District Luther League 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 35 


CANADA, total 36 
St, Paul’s Luther League, Bridgeport, Ontario 
Edgar Elligsen 
Beatrice Hemmerich 


COLUMBIA DISTRICT, total 2 
Chaplain Leo R. Nielsen 


CONNECTICUT, total 5 


FLORIDA, total 7 
Thora: Meranda, Memorialized by First Luther League, 
West Palm Beach 


GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 12 
Peter G. Shafer 
Mrs. Beih Safrit Edwards, by Holy Trinity Luther League, 
Elberton 


ILLINOIS, total 27 
Southern Distr'.. Luther League of Illinois 
Ann Schomogy 
Nancy Ann McGuire 
Rev. O. M. Meyer 
Mrs. Lillian Dan eron 
John Walter Dan.eron 
Adele Fochtman 


INDIANA, total 24 
Ida E. Clossman 
Mrs. Virgil L. Yohe 
Miss Ruth Norris 
Pic. Leroy Sloan 
Pfc. Robert Buschman 
Cpl. Max Altekruse 
M. Sgt. Lewis R. McCague 
S. Sgt. Howard L. Doty 
Sgt. Robert L. Doty 
S. 1/C Paul E. Kutsch 
Pic. Kyle McCord 
F.3/C William Grunewald 
Pvt. Dean McCord 
Rev. L. C. Westenbarger 
Rey. Paul J. Renz 
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Rev. W. E. Weber 

Rev. Frederick M. Hanes 

Grace Senior Luther League, Gary 
Luther League of Indiana Convention 
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence 

Cpl. Paul R. Hunterman 


IOWA, total 17 
KANSAS, total 1 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 


MARYLAND, total 53 
Luther Leaguers in the Service, by Baltimore District 
Luther League 
Miss Dorothy Rodenberg 


MICHIGAN, total 19 
MIDWEST, total 7 
MINNESOTA, total 6 
MISSISSIPPI, total 2 
MONTANA 


NEBRASKA, total 17 
Ernest Bihler, Jr. 


NEW JERSEY, total 23 
St. John’s Young People’s Group, Jersey City 


NEW YORK, total 54 
Mr. F. C. Leupold 
Dr. F. H. Knubel 
St. Peter’s Luther League, Verona 
Rev. T. A. Schrader 
Walter Agne 
Ernest White 
Alfred White 
Mrs. Willard Lewis 
Mrs. Hershel Brown 
Doris Disburger 
Mrs. Floyd Scheifele 
Mrs. Douglas Saltsman 
Mary Agne 
Lewis G. Agne 
Florence Agne 
Louis Bohrer 
Mildred Agne 
Daniel Agne 
George Swarmer 
Otto Herrig 


NORTH CAROLINA, total 144 
OHIO, total 32 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 1 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Central Pennsylvania, total 73 
Rev. T. Benton Peery 
St. John’s Luther League, Pine Grove 
Luther Leaguers in the Service, by Section A, 
Philadelphia District Luther League 


Ministerium, total 268 
Helen Snook 
Trinity Luther League, Topton 
Jane Shay 
St. John’s Luther League, Ashland 
Rev. G. Edward Knapp 
Mrs. G. Edward Knapp 
Rev. H. H. Bagger, D.D. 
Miss Edith Cassens 
June Heisey 
Doris Haar 
Esther Beam 
Betty Edwards 
Carol Bagger 
Rev. A. P. Spohn 
Luther E. Killian 
Mrs. Luther E. Killian 
Buelah Smith 
Rev. W. L. Koder 
Dorothy M. Wolfe 
Mae Riggall 
Thomas Arbi 
William Riemer 
Ed Geinger 
James Grimm 
Harry Bader 
Phil Hering 


DECEMBER, 1943 


Alma Pacha 

Paul Bacher 

Theo. Bacher 

Mrs. George Budd 

Rey. Sterling F, Bashore 

Roy D. Hagen 

Dorothy Alexander 

Fall Convention, Philadelphia Conference Luther League 

Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher, Memorialized by Lancaster Conference 
Luther League 

Luther Leaguers in the Armed Forces, by Trinity Luther 
League, Lancaster 

Luther Leaguers in the Service, by St. Luke’s Luther 
League, Reading 

President’s Conference, Philadelphia Conference Luther League 

A. Raymond Raff 

Hilda Reitz 

Penn-Del Section, Philadelphia Conference Luther League 

Arlene E. Mohn 


Pittsburgh, total 39 
Edna Lue Kimmel 
Katherine Blum 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN, total 5 


SOUTH CAROLINA, total 139 
Rudolph Zobel, Jr. 
Rev. Edgar Z. Pence 
John L. Monts 
E. R. Rikard 
John L. Sox 
George C. Monts 
Harold Sox 
Michael Corley 
Furman Corley 
Carl A. Corley 
William W. Kleckley 
John K. Addy 
Harvey K. Corley 
Evelyn Cromer 
Clint W. Riser, Jr. 
Burlie W. Corley 
Elmer Gable 
Ulric N. Monts 
Macedonia Senior Luther League, Little Mountain 


TEXAS, total 8 
VIRGINIA, total 26 
WEST VIRGINIA, total 3 
WISCONSIN, total 3 
MANITOBA, total 3 


xk k* 
‘Lu Memoriam 
es 


God called our loved 
ones, but we lose 
not wholly, 

What He has given; 

They live on earth 
in thought and deed, 
as truly 

As in His Heaven 

W hittier 


Cemorialized in Sustaining ACembership Fund 


MEMORIALS 
Thomas Meranda 
Memorialized by First Luther League, West Palm Beach, Florida 


Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher 


Memorialized by Lancaster Conference Luther League, 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania 


Thirty-one 


SEEKERS 


They who earnestly set forth to-night 

To seek the highest shall not lose their way, 
A star will go before them for a light; 

The night’s vast distances need not dismay; 
Somewhere beyond the desect’s farthest rim, 
They will come at last to Him. 


He who zealously desires to find 

The good in others need not know defeat, 

For deep within the heart of all mankind 

Is something brave and something clean and sweet; 
Something of God and something of His Son 


Is imaged in each one. 


Let us be wise as the old wise men were wise; 
Let us be seekets—coming from very fat 

Out of the dusk, surely at last our eyes 
Shall see the silver wonder of His stat, 

And, turning to our companions, by its light, 
Find Him in them to-night. 


—Grace Noll Crowell 
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STAR OF BETHLEHEM 


By Victor Rydberg 
(Translated from the Swedish by Evald B. Lawson) 


Shine over sea and land 
With heavenly glimmer, 
Kindled by God’s own hand, 
Ne’er to grow dimmer; 
Shepherds and children beam, 
Joy-filled they are 

To follow thy radiant gleam, 
Bethlehem Star. 


Night ceigns in Judah-land, 
Night enshrouds Zion; 
Yonder by western strand 
Fades bright Orion. 


The shepherds on hillside crest, 
Who long have been sleeping, 
And children who sweetly rest 

In peace-bowered keeping, 
Awake! From the realms on high 
Bright choit-hosts are nearing! 
The crown of the eastern sky 

A new Star is wearing! 


In splendor shine forth, blest Star— 
Night's vestures dispersing— 

The shepherds to guide afar, 

Lone pathways traversing; 

Yea, lead them beyond earth’s ways 
To Eden, the fairest, 

Where dwell the eternal rays 

Of light which thou wearest. 

And there will they welcomed be— 
Sweet voices in glory, 

Attuned to celestial key, 

Are hymning the story: 


“This stac which brightly shines on high 
Brings God’s eternal Kingdom nigh.” 


Shepherds and children beam, 
Joy-filled they are 
To follow thy radiant gleam, 
Bethlehem Stat. 
—In “My Church” 


Thirty-two 


CHRIST INCARNATED 


In a simple Christian home, the daughter, a young 
child, was being put to bed. It was a threatening night. 
Clouds had gathered. An occasional lightning flash and 
distant mutterings told of a storm. 


As the mother tucked the child in, leaving her in 
the bedroom, she quietly reminded her not to be afraid 
if the storm broke. “God will take good care of you, 
dear,” she said. 


Then the storm broke, with fierce flashings, and 
awesome thunderings. And the child cried out for her 
mother. And as the mother comforted the frightened 
child, she said gently, “You know, dear, I told you God 
is right here, and He will take care of you.” 


And the child made a very simple reply. She said, 
“Yes, mother, but you know, when it thunders like that 
a little girl wants somebody with skin on.” She longed 
for the human presence, the warm, human touch, the 
gentle human voice. 

I wonder if I might, with utmost reverence, and in 
a hushed voice, repeat the child’s simple, homely lan- 
guage. Listen softly: Jesus was God coming in amongst 
us “with skin on”. 


He was God Himself, a real man, come for the hu- 
man touch. He gave it. And He gives it. 
—S. D. Gordon in “Quiet Talks on the Bible Story” 
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THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 
DEACONESS CALLING 


AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send for Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 

Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. 


Baltimore, Md. 


INVESTIGATE 


the educational opportunities at Wittenberg. In addition to 
a full Liberal Arts program, professional and pre-professional 
courses are available in the following fields: 
Business Administration Hospital Dietetics 
Dentistry Industrial Designing 
Education Interior Decorating 
Elementary teacher-training Law 
Secondary teacher-training Medicine 


Engineering Music 

Fine Arts Nursing 
Health and Physical Education Social Service 
Home Economics Theology 


For information address 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE Springfield, O. 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world- 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


SS 


Transfer made readily to recog- 
nized universities and. colleges 


WILL SERVE THE CHURCH OF TOMORROW THROUGH YOU 


Write THE REV. HENRY E. HORN, President d 


RATES $475.00-$520.00 A YEAR 


MARION COLLEGE 


Has Served The Christian Church For Seventy Years 


Marion College graduates are scattered through- 
out the East actively engaged in the work of 
the Church. She is proud of her graduates! 


Can Serve The Young Women of The lutheran Church 


Marion offers the first two years of college work 
and the last two years of high school. Special 
emphasis on Liberal Arts, Business Education, Pre- 
nursing, Pre-technician, Home Economics, Music, etc. 


Hamma Divinity School 


(Founded 1845) 


An approved See. of the Church, offering a thorough 
course in major branches of theology. 


Fully accredited by the Association of American 
Theological Schools. 


A’ strong faculty, a large library, cultural advantages, and 
opportunities for clinical experience, 


For catalogue or other information, address: 


DEAN E, E, FLACK or PRESIDENT R. E. TULLOSS 
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write 


Russell Galt, Ph.D. 
Dean 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 
Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight fields of concentration. 
Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 
Preparation for Medecine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 
Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 
Personal attention to the individual student. 
Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 


Very reasonable expenses ‘ 
For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


MARION, VIRGINIA 


Ideally suited to give training to girls who can 
only take one or two years of college work 


BOX K, MARION, VIRGINIA 


| Copper ces to War 
| : OUR PRESENT STOCK OF ; 


SOLID COPPER 


BOOK MARKS 


Cannot be replaced and we are therefore offering 
the entire inventory while the complete assortment 
is available. We cannot purchase any new items. 


Plan NOW fot Useful Christmas Gifts 


Design No. 200—Full Colors 


Design No. 300—Full Colors 


Ako have Madonna Star, same size 
Full Colors—Design No. 450 


Illustration shows book-clip to match and the method 
of attaching to book. Fine grade of silk cord is used 


‘for connecting the book-mark and clip. The book- 


mark is hammered by hand on edges and is made from 
solid copper, burnished and lacquered. 


35c Each 3 for $1.00 


An 
Inexpensive 
GIFT 


~ IH S is plain 
stamped. No 

hand painting on 
this book Mark. 


Illustration is 
Design No. 100 


IHS Straight Cross as above 
Design No. 400 


3.25 per dozen 


Designs may be assorted 


Special Price on Large Quantity 


ORDER EARLY 
TO AVOID DELAY 
Remittance Must Accompany Order 


Each book-mark is mounted 
in a specially designed Gift 
Folder with plain envelope. 


Book Marks are available for sale in bulk to Luther Leaguers 
or individuals wishing to re-sell them for profit 


FOR SALE ONLY BY 


The Luther Press — 


Everything in Luther League 


429-437 Herr Street 


Supplies 


Harrisburg, Penna. , 


+ ne ee ae 


